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Th e extraordinary inter-offi  ce team eff ort to assist Los Angeles’ Exceptional Children’s Founda-
tion in their merger with the Kayne Eras Center is just one example of Paul Hastings’ pro bono 
outreach. From eff orts to build a new elementary school in rural China to challenging an 
unfair conviction in the New York courts to the various offi  ce food and clothing drives, the 
Paul Hastings family is making a positive diff erence in their communities around the world. 
Pictured above, Amanda Bolliger, Maria Audero, Heather Morgan, Marco Ferreira, Donna Melby, Cindy Morgan, Kevin O’Sullivan, Robert 
Carlson, and Nancy Abell at a recent ECF gala celebrating the merger. For more information on this story, including those team members not pictured 
here, please see page three.
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Chair’s Corner
Barbara L. Johnson, Chair
Pro Bono & Community Committee
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by Paul Hastings 
© 2007 Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP 
515 South Flower Street, Los Angeles, CA  90071

As we move into the new year, 
it is important to reflect on what 
we’ve accomplished over the past 
few months. As you will see in 
the following pages, there are 
many pro bono and community 
accomplishments to reflect upon! 
However, there are still many 
opportunities for growth.

As you may recall, the firm recently signed on to the Pro 
Bono Challenge and pledged to support those lawyers 
already active in pro bono work and to encourage others 
to join them. Since then, we have continued to focus 
on ways to grow our pro bono and community program, 
starting with the Community Involvement Survey that I 
recently distributed. Your response to questions about 
your involvement with charitable, community, diversity and 
professional organizations will help us further develop our 
strategies and opportunities in these areas and better satisfy 
the numerous client requests for information about Paul 
Hastings’ philanthropy and community involvement.

Other concrete plans are underway to further this growth, 
including a continued campaign for awareness of pro bono 
and community matters across all levels of all offices; 
everyone can make a difference and get involved. As part of 
this effort, we will soon have new orientation packets and 
educational materials to help raise awareness of both the 
pro bono and community efforts already underway and of 
opportunities to participate in the future. We’ve also asked 
the Office Administrators and Pro Bono Coordinators in each 
office to make a special effort to track ongoing and upcoming 
projects and events so that we can do a better job publicizing 
them and recognizing those involved. 

With the holiday season quickly approaching, I hope you will 
read this issue of Pro Bono News and find the inspiration to 
become involved in your community. As we can see, even a 
single person can make a big difference. Happy New Year!

In This Issue
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At left, the crowd gathers at the ECF merger celebration gala. On the top right, Nancy Abell with ECF CEO Scott Bowling.

Paul Hastings’ counsel and tireless support have helped us advance our mission 
to unprecedented levels. The firm’s generous gift will pay dividends for genera-
tions of people living with disabilities. All of us at ECF are very grateful.
Scott D. Bowling, Psy.D., President and Chief Executive Officer of Exceptional Children’s Foundation.”

“

Led by Kevin O’Sullivan, several lawyers from the Los  
Angeles, Washington DC, and San Francisco offices pooled 
their efforts and specialties to assist and counsel Exceptional 
Children’s Foundation (ECF) in its acquisition by merger 
of the Kayne Eras Center (KEC). ECF and its high-quality, 
community-based services were brought to the firm’s attention 
by Nancy Abell, who was joined by lawyers representing the firm’s  
corporate, employment, tax, real estate, and litigation practices.

Serving over 1,600 individuals with developmental disabili-
ties and acquired brain injuries, ECF has, for decades, pro-
vided “early start” services to children and adults through-
out the Greater Los Angeles Area. Several months ago, ECF 
management began exploring the benefits of merging with 
an organization that provides a range of services to meet the 
needs of children and youth who face learning, social, emo-
tional and developmental disabilities. Such a combined entity 
would be distinguishable from any other organization in the 
State of California in that it would be the only organization 
that could potentially readily serve a person with develop-

mental and other disabilities throughout his or her life span. 
KEC, which enjoys a long-standing, favorable reputation in 
the Greater Los Angeles Area and operates a special education 
program (K-12), a mental health component, a small “post-
secondary” adult program and two six-bed group homes, was 
an early favorite as being that complimentary fit.

Kevin O’Sullivan worked closely with ECF’s management, 
including Scott Bowling, ECF’s President and Chief Executive 
Officer, and board of directors throughout their evaluation 
and ultimate decision to merge with KEC and continues to 
counsel them in their effort to strategically align the cultures 
and missions of each organization. Assisted by summer 
associates John Chi and Jean Flannery, Kevin reviewed 
the corporate diligence of ECF and KEC and drafted the 
operative documents memorializing the intent to merge and 
the ancillary transactions contemplated thereby.

Heather Morgan and Cindy Morgan reviewed ECF’s 
personnel policies and practices to ensure compliance 



4

Paul Hastings Expands Its Relationship 
With LAFLA
Th e Los Angeles offi  ce is broadening its relationship with
the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles. To start, Tami
McCrossen-Orr and Heather Skidmore have been appointed 
to the Foundation’s Associate Advisory Board. Both Tami and 
Heather had expressed on the LA Pro Bono Survey that they 
were interested in serving on a board and that they were in-
terested in getting involved with the Foundation, so when the 
organization called asking that our associates join them, Tami 
and Heather were the natural choices. Look to hear more from 
them about LAFLA in the months ahead. 

Moreover, the LA offi  ce recently hosted a pro bono training 
with the Directing Attorney of the Foundation’s Violence 

Against Women Act (“VAWA”) project. Certain provisions of 
VAWA allow victims of domestic violence to seek an adjust-
ment of their immigration status without involving their U.S. 
citizen spouse who is abusing them. Our lawyers will be as-
sisting these individuals with preparing their applications and 
supporting declarations under VAWA. Th irty Paul Hastings 
lawyers attended the training, as well as a number of lawyers 
from Wells Fargo. Th e fi rst group of cases will be staff ed by 
John Anthony, Lydia Bergman, Danielle Colon, Tami Mc-
Crossen-Orr, and Heather Skidmore. 

Th ese additional opportunities build upon the fi rm’s already-
existing relationship with LAFLA, which includes Geoff  
Th omas, General Counsel to the fi rm and a partner in the litiga-
tion department, who serves on LAFLA’s Board of Directors.

LOS ANGELESOffi  ce Spotlight

From left to right: Teresa Rodriguez, Jamie Broder, Danielle Colon, James Gilliam, Alexander Lee, Jeff Varga, Howard Privette, Deirdre Kelly, 
Aniya Salehi, and Tami McCrossen
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Loyola Law School Honors One 
of Its Own
Loyola Law School recently honored James Gilliam with 
its 2007 Alumni Pro Bono Award, in recognition of all the 
pro bono work he has completed on behalf of Paul Hastings’ 
clients. James, who serves as a member of the fi rm’s Pro 
Bono and Community Committee, is the most junior 
lawyer to ever receive this award from Loyola, a testament 
to the fact that James was working on multiple pro bono 

matters just weeks after becoming a lawyer and starting at 
Paul Hastings. In total, James has worked on more than 
15 pro bono projects over the last four years, including 
completing several adoptions with Public Counsel; 
assisting the Inner City Law Center with a slum housing 
matter; mediating a dispute for the Wall Las Memorias, an 
AIDS services organization; and representing numerous 
individuals with various immigration matters. During his 
acceptance remarks, James thanked Paul Hastings for its 
generous pro bono program that has allowed him to do 
the work this award recognizes.
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Summer Associates Take the Lead for 
Adoption Day 
Paul Hastings summer associates recently fi nalized three 
adoption cases through Public Counsel’s Adoption Day 
Program. Jennifer Wiegley, Kai Bartolomeo and Sandra 
Benjamin prepared the adoption paperwork, facilitated 
client meetings and ultimately conducted the adoption

fi nalization hearing under the supervision of Jacob Risner, 
Laura Heckathorn, James Gilliam and Danielle Colon. 
Th e completion of these matters adds three more families 
to the growing number of clients that Paul Hastings has 
helped through the Adoption Day Program. 

For more information or to participate in this program, 
please contact Danielle Colon.

PH Helps End Long Wait for 
Asylum Seeker
Maria Audero continues Paul Hastings’ strong relation-
ship with Public Counsel in this immigration case, where 
she represented a woman whose 20 year-old application 
for asylum was just recently reviewed and denied. After de-
nying the woman’s application for asylum on the grounds 
that the political conditions in her country were no longer 
the same as at the time of her application, the government 
then notifi ed her of their intent to deport her. Upon re-

ceiving the case from Public Counsel and meeting with the 
woman, Maria was able to obtain a hearing and success-
fully argued for a stay on the deportation process pending 
the development of regulations for a new type of Visa that 
could be available to the woman.

After expecting to wait until a new administration, all par-
ties were surprised to hear that the regulations had been de-
veloped ahead of schedule. With continued assistance from 
Maria and Public Counsel, the woman has begun the appli-
cation process and should receive a decision within 90 days. 

A Bountiful Beginning
Although the fi rm has a long relationship 
with Public Counsel, Paul Gomez fi rst 
came to be involved with the organiza-
tion last year, after advising the Los An-
gles Mission Clinic on how to structure 
its healthcare services and other activities 
in a manner that would satisfy Consti-
tutional requirements of separation of 
church and state, and permit the Clinic 
to apply for federal funds that were vital 
to the Clinic’s mission of providing such 
services to the indigent and homelessof 
Los Angeles. He also advised the Clinic 

regarding application for these funds and 
revised an agreement between the Los 
Angeles Mission and the Clinic in order 
to comply with federal funding require-
ments. Paul’s eff orts led to the Clinic 
being one of only fi ve clinics in Califor-
nia to successfully apply for and receive 
federal funding in the neighborhood
of $850,000.

Sarah Stegemoeller, with the Commu-
nity Development Project at the Public 
Counsel Law Center, remembered the 
legal assistance Paul had provided to 
the Clinic and asked him to prepare a 

presentation to personnel from several 
diff erent health clinics and related pro-
viders in the Los Angeles area regarding 
electronic health records and related 
issues of patient confi dentiality and 
security. Paul’s presentation addressed 
federal and state requirements pertain-
ing to privacy and security for patient 
health information, special require-
ments pertaining to certain types of 
health information, risk areas involved 
with the use of computerized medi-
cal records and e-mail, and electronic 
health record retention policies for 
healthcare providers.

The Downtown Women’s Center Gains Ground
Edgar Khalatian and Gerald Wells recently represented the Downtown Women’s Center in their eff ort to obtain land use 
entitlements for a new facility. Th e Center is a nonprofi t organization established in 1978 that provides supportive services, 
including permanent shelter, to more than 1,200 women each year. Th e DWC is expanding its services and has purchased 
a larger facility in the heart of Skid Row in downtown Los Angeles. Edgar and Gerald successfully obtained all of the
necessary entitlements for the DWC to operate at its new location, a six-story historically signifi cant building. Addition-
ally, they were able to obtain the support of the neighborhood, City Council offi  ce and Mayor’s offi  ce, which resulted in a 
favorable ruling by the City’s Planning Department. 

5ProBonoNews
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Atlanta

Atlanta Offi ce Provides Big Turnout for 
Service Juris Day
Although this was the fi rst time the fi rm has been involved in 
Service Juris Day since the program was started by Hands On 
Atlanta about eight years ago, there was no lack of participation 
from the eager volunteers of the Atlanta offi  ce. With a team 
numbering over 30 people, the offi  ce spent several hours 
painting Kennedy Middle School and Kennedy Natatorium in 
Atlanta’s Vine City. Th e event was so successful that plans are 
already underway for the offi  ce to increase their participation 
in next year’s event. 

Among those who participated: Kristin Aquino, Beth Bachman,
Liz Bassett, Shannon Baxter, Mary Cadden, Willi Cook, 
Cassie Coppage, Vidal Cordova, Don Crawford, Mary 
Catherine D’Arcy, Eric Ensminger, Sarah Galle, Melissa 
Garrett, Michael Haun, Alyson Higgins, Jeremy Hilsman, 
Adriana Hristova, Janet Hutchinson, Stefanie Jackman, 
Frank Kinson, Kelly Koelker, Aaron Kowan, Megan 
Kreitner Ouzts, Noelle Lagueux-Alvarez, Frank Layson, 
Karen Leach, Denise Lobodinski, Shelley Lucas, Maureen 
McGeehan, Beth McKee, Samantha McMahan, Jonathan 
Moore, Elizabeth Noe, Tameka Phillips, Kristin Rigdon, 
Sarah Tope, Leah Weinberg and Darcy White.

From left to right: Noelle Lagueux-Alvarez, Tameka Philips, Megan 
Kreitner Ouzts, Megan’s husband Kevin Ouzts, Jonathan Moore and 
Melissa Garrett

Mock Trial Helps Pro Bono Client As 
Well As Summer Associates
Recently, ten Paul Hastings summer associates particpated 
in a mock trial involving a pro bono matter currently 
underway in the Atlanta offi  ce. Th e event not only 
allowed the team to hone their advocacy skills, but more 
importantly, assisted one of the fi rm’s many deserving 
pro bono clients. Th eir hard work and skill was evident 
to all who attended. 

Th ose who participated included: Liz Bassett, Cassie 
Coppage, Adriana Hristova, Katie Manley, LaToya 
Porterfi eld, Simon Pullman, Mary Runkle, Jeff  Sand,
Sarah Tope, Camille West, Azba Habib, Terra Henderson, 
Buddy Meyer, Tameka Phillips, Don Crawford, Ryan 
Harden, Stefanie Jackman and Rhonda Koelzer. 

Special mention should be given to Matt Martin for 
volunteering on short notice and acting as the judge for the 
trial. His involvement was an essential part of making the 
day a memorable and informative experience for everyone.  

From left to right: Jeff Sand, Latoya Porterfi eld, Adriana Hristova, Cassie Coppage, Camille West, Mary Runkle, Elisabeth Bassett and 
Katie Manley
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Pro Bono Partnership Recognizes One 
of Our Own
In recognition of his pro bono and volunteer work in the local 
community, Andy Scott was recently named 2007 Law Firm 
Volunteer of the Year by the Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta. 
Andy’s relationship with the Pro Bono Partnership of Atlanta 
began nearly a year ago when he drafted a participant agree-
ment for Zion Hill Community Development Corporation’s 
transitional housing program. As a provider of housing and 
supportive services to families of formerly homeless women 
and their children, Zion Hill needed their participants to sign 
an agreement setting out the requirements of the program 

and Andy was able to quickly and carefully craft a document 
that addressed all of their needs. After wrapping up his work 
with Zion Hill, Andy volunteered to draft a resident manager 
agreement for Impact International, a Georgia nonprofi t that 
recently opened the only homeless shelter in West Georgia. 
Th ey called Andy’s work on the agreement “perfect” and Andy 
has since volunteered to review additional contracts for them. 
Most recently, Andy volunteered to assist Mothers Raising 
Sons, providing general corporate advice and advising the 
organization on the best way to set up chapters in other loca-
tions. Mothers Raising Sons is a nonprofi t that seeks to edu-
cate and empower single mothers raising boys by providing 
support groups, activities and positive male role models.

Making Bail for the Muscular Dystrophy Association
K Whitner of the Atlanta offi  ce was Paul Hastings’ “Jailbird” in the Muscular Dystrophy Association’s Annual Downtown 
Atlanta Telethon Executive Lock-up. K avoided detention by successfully raising his “bail money” before he was summoned to 
the luncheon at the Westin Peachtree Plaza Hotel. 

Th e event was a huge success – with more than $20,000 in cash and pledges raised to benefi t MDA. Th e Jailbirds were picked 
up just before noon by offi  cers of the Atlanta Police Department, the Fulton County Sheriff ’s Department and the Atlanta 
Fire Department, and escorted to the mock jail. At the jail, participants dressed in prison stripes, had their mug shots taken, 
and were served Th e Westin’s fi nest “bread and water.” Th ose less resourceful than K – who did not raise their bail before being 
“arrested” – were detained and sentenced to work the phone banks to make bail before being released to return to work. K 
was the top fundraiser for this event.

Fighting Cancer Through Fashion
Th e Atlanta offi  ce recently contributed to and helped sponsor 
the 4th annual Steel Magnolias Fashion Show and Luncheon, 
hosted by Fox 5’s Ken Cook and benefi ting the Georgia Chap-
ter of the National Ovarian Cancer Coalition. Several members 
of the offi  ce volunteered for the event, including Don Craw-
ford, Nate Coppernoll, Keith Kodosky, Denise Lobodinski
and Valerie Reed. A number of others were among the 160+ 
attendees of the event. Th e National Ovarian Cancer Coali-
tion has been recognized the last two years as one of the most 
effi  cient in the country in terms of spending raised funds. 

Models on the runway at the 4th Annual Steel Magnolias Fashion 
Show and Luncheon

Atlanta continued on page 15

Paul Hastings Represents Atlanta Center 
for Civil and Human Rights Partnership
Paul Hastings has agreed to represent the Partnership, a pub-
lic/private group formed to develop, build and operate Atlan-
ta’s new Center for Civil and Human Rights. Th e fi rm will 
assist the Partnership in matters related to formation of the 
non-profi t foundation, agreement/contract review, real estate 
acquisition and construction matters, and the acquisition of 
materials for exhibition and related intellectual property is-

sues. Our eff ort is being led by a team including: Frank Lay-
son, Andy Scott, Mark Lange, Naomi Gray, Jeremy Hils-
man, Tonya Johnson and Rachel Miles.

A world-class institution engaging both national and interna-
tional topics, the Center will be rights focused, encompassing 
many types of human freedom struggles. Additionally, the 
Center will highlight Atlanta and Georgia’s well known his-
tory and people, and will show how the people and institu-
tions of Atlanta and Georgia have impacted the world and 
fostered other movements and activities.
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New Offi ce, New Partnership
As part of its Grand Opening celebration, the Chicago offi  ce 
announced a partnership with Christopher House, a non-
profi t organization that has served the Chicago community 
for more than 100 years. Christopher House provides a 
wide range of services for approximately 3,500 low-income 
children and families per year at its seven Chicago support 
locations. Its notable programs include early childhood 
education, adult literacy programs, pregnant teens/teen 
parents education and support, after school programs, 
summer camp and food pantries. Christopher House’s 
philosophy is that a child cannot be secure unless the whole 
family is secure and is committed to supporting all of a 
family’s needs. Paul Hastings reached out to this wonderful 
organization and is committed to providing both fi nancial 
and other support from members in the Chicago offi  ce. 
Th e fi rm and partners and associates in the Chicago offi  ce 
provided a donation in excess of $25,000 to Christopher 
House, making Paul Hastings one of Christopher House’s 
largest donors and placing the fi rm on a short and elite list 
of corporations and foundations supporting Christopher 
House at this level. As part of the fi rm’s involvement, Greg 
Spitzer will become a Christopher House board member.

To kick off  the fi rm’s new relationship with Christopher 
House, several members of Christopher House’s executive 
staff  visited the Chicago offi  ce for a tour and an all-offi  ce 
luncheon. At the luncheon, the Christopher House 
representatives spoke to the offi  ce about its mission to 
serve the Chicago community and described the myriad 
volunteer opportunities that are available. Th is presentation 
was met with enthusiasm and commitments from many of 
the lawyers and staff  members in attendance.

Several members of Christopher House and its Board also 
attended the Chicago offi  ce’s grand opening event that 
took place at the River East Arts Center. At the opening, 
Jon Geier announced the Chicago offi  ce’s partnership with 
Christopher House and introduced Christopher House 
board member Rob Buono, who spoke to the attendees 
about Christopher House and their appreciation of the 
support from Paul Hastings. 

Paul Hastings representatives also attended Christopher 
House’s grand opening event of its new Family 
Resource Center located in Chicago’s Logan Square. 
Th is new location will allow Christopher House to 
provide support to an additional 116 families in need. 

Chicago

Top photo, from Left to Right: Cortney DeArmond, Christopher House 
and Tracey Saulsberry, PH Attorney Recruiting and Development 
Sr. Coordinator; Middle photo, from Left to Right: Greg Nitzkowski, 
Barbara Johnson, and guest; Bottom photo, from Left to Right: 
Jessica Bina and Phil Feder
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London Offi ce Keeps Up 
Strong Pace
In continuance with their substantial com-
mitment to pro bono and community
work, the London offi  ce once again reports 
in with a list of several important ongoing 
pro bono and community eff orts. 

Donna Goldsworthy and Anna
Hermelin have built upon their award-
winning service to the All Saints Com-
munity Centre and continue to provide 
ongoing advice regarding defective 
building works. Th e Centre provides 
support and personal development to a 
considerable number of disadvantaged 
people within the community. 

Chris Bracebridge, Anna Sanford 
and Anna Hermelin have been advis-
ing Addaction on the negotiation of a 
supply contract, as well as Employment 
Tribunal claims and general employ-
ment issues.

Sean Magee has been advising the 
Off well Woodland and Wildlife Trust 
on their lease of land at Off well Wood. 
Th e Trust is a conservation and educa-

tion charity that provides wide-ranging 
environmental education and carries 
out an active conservation program.

Chris Bracebridge, Caroline Dunne 
and Anna Hermelin recently provided 
employment advice to Basildon, Billeri-
cay & Wickford Council for Voluntary 
Services in connection with a successful 
organizational restructuring. Th e Coun-
cil is an umbrella organization that pro-
vides advice, information and develop-
ment support services to volunteer and 
community groups.

Donna Goldsworthy and Miranda
Th omas have been advising the Rural 
Youth Network in relation to a dispute 
with an IT supplier, which it hopes to re-
solve via a pioneering pro bono telephone 
mediation scheme being run by Law-
Works. Th e Network is a charity which 
provides training, education and support 
to young people living in rural areas.

As mentioned in the previous issue of 
Pro Bono News, Donna Goldsworthy, 
Peter Orlic and Miranda Th omas have 
been providing continued employment 
advice to the Domestic Violence In-

tervention Project, and have recently
assisted the Project in connection with 
securing new lease terms that would 
enable DVIP to remain in its current 
space. DVIP is a groundbreaking vol-
unteer project that aims to increase the 
safety of women and children who have 
experienced domestic abuse.

As always, Keith Wilson has been
active in a number of charity runs. Th e 
most recent of them, the Great North 
Run, is the largest half-marathon in the 
world, with over 50,000 people taking 
part annually. While the fi nal numbers 
were still being tallied, Keith expected 
his fundraising eff orts to bring in over 
$10,000.

And in a clear demonstration of how 
active participation in pro bono mat-
ters can raise the fi rm’s profi le in a par-
ticular market, the London offi  ce was 
recently nominated for Best Contri-
bution by a Law Firm by LawWorks. 
Although the Firm did not ultimately 
win, the awards dinner was well-at-
tended and the nomination placed Paul 
Hastings amongst a group of highly-
regarded fi rms.

From left to right: J. Michael Payne, Barbara Johnson, Caroline Dunne, Melanie D’Amecourt, Sean Magee, Anna Sanford, Linda Fletcher and Anna 
Hermelin at the LawWorks awards dinner

London
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New York Offi ce Team Challenges 
Unfair Conviction
Paul Hastings recently fi led two motions challenging the 
conviction of a woman in New York state court and her 
sentence of 23 years to life. Th e woman’s case came to Paul 
Hastings when litigation associates Sara Chouraqui and
Anat Grosfeld solicited criminal pro bono work from the
New York State Defenders Association, a non-profi t 
organization that works to improve the quality of the legal 
representation of low-income people. Th e client, a non-
English speaking Mexican national and forty-six year-old 
mother of three, is currently incarcerated at the Bedford 
Hills Correctional Facility. 

Th e client was convicted of kidnapping in the fi rst degree, 
arson in the second degree, and attempted murder in the 
second degree. Her troubles began when her physically-
abusive husband stole her life savings, abandoned her and 
their infant son, and then left the state with an old girlfriend. 
In an attempt to locate the client’s husband and recover the 
stolen money, her stepfather initiated a plot to abduct the 
husband’s sister. Th e stepfather and his two accomplices 
pled guilty to various crimes and received sentences ranging 
from six to ten years in jail. Th e client rejected a plea off er 
of three and one half years in jail (much of it already served) 
and proceeded to trial.

For a number of reasons, the woman did not receive a fair 
trial. At her trial, the Court admitted into evidence an 

inculpatory statement written in English, a language she 
does not speak or read, that she signed after 12 hours in 
police custody, without the benefi t of Miranda warnings or 
notifi cation of her right as a Mexican national to contact 
the Mexican Consulate. Th e client’s trial attorney decided 
not to put her stepfather on the stand after only a brief 
interview with him. A close examination of the record 
revealed that her lawyers at trial and on appeal had failed to 
challenge clear violations of her constitutional rights.

Based on these and other issues, Paul Hastings fi led a 
motion to vacate the judgment against the client in Bronx 
Supreme Court and has also fi led a motion requesting 
the right to fi le a new appeal or a new trial to the 
Appellate Division, First Department.

In addition, Paul Hastings has worked with the Mexican 
consulate to improve the woman’s situation. Th e fi rm 
helped establish a relationship between the client and 
the Consulate so that she would continue to receive 
consular assistance.

Th e Paul Hastings lawyers, summer associates and staff  
who have worked on this case are: Rich Schoenstein, Sara 
Chouraqui, Anat Grosfeld, Brendan Goodhouse, Mor 
Wetzler, Jonathan Choa, Ted Kittila, Margarita Wallach, 
Gerd Alexander, Christine Coletta, Daren Garshelis, 
Victoria Lai, Charlene Sun, Shelly Schaaf, Ben Turshen, 
Michael Watson, Ravi Pillay, Nathan Schacht, Rosetta 
Kromer and Vicky Vergara. 

New York

Jackie Robinson Foundation Expands Reach
Th e Jackie Robinson Foundation, Inc., a long-standing pro bono client of the fi rm, recently transferred its corporate 
offi  ces in lower Manhattan. Paul Hastings, through Marty Edelman and Daniel Mizrahi, negotiated JRF’s long-term 
lease and their construction and consultation agreements with Gensler Architecture, Structure Tone, Ralph Apple-
baum & Associates and Zubatkin Owner Representation.

In addition to modernizing and expanding its offi  ce space, the Foundation’s new space will contain a museum and 
educational center dedicated to commemorating the legacy of Jackie Robinson. Th e museum will be designed by 
Ralph Appelbaum & Associates, a recognized leader in planning, designing, and producing award-winning museum 
exhibitions, visitor centers and educational environments such as the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and the 
William J. Clinton Presidential Center. 

Th e Jackie Robinson Foundation is a public non-profi t organization that serves as an advocate for young people with 
the greatest need of support and provides four-year scholarships for higher education. Since its inception in 1973, the 
Foundation has granted over $14.5 million in scholarships to over 1,200 students in 43 states. To learn more about 
the Jackie Robinson Foundation, or to contribute, please contact Marty or visit http://www.jackierobinson.org/.
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New York continued on page 18

Paul Hastings Gives
Th e generosity and team spirit of Paul Hastings was again
demonstrated during the Red Cross Blood Drive and the 
month-long Food Bank Food Drive.

Seventy-fi ve members of the fi rm raised 47 pints of blood in 
the Red Cross Blood Drive, sponsored by Reckson, a division 
of SL Green Realty. Since the average number of lives saved 
per donation is four, nearly 200 lives may be saved with these 
donations alone.

Many members also participated in the food drive sponsored 
by the Food Bank of Lower Fairfi eld County, Inc. Some of the 
most needed food items such as canned soups, macaroni and 
cheese, and instant pancakes were acquired by the mission 
of the Food Bank because of the generous spirit of the Paul 
Hastings team.

Th e American Red Cross, the Food Bank and the New York 
offi  ce’s Human Resources Department thanks all of those 
who donated. Whether they gave blood or food, their eff orts 
through community service will make a diff erence in the lives 
of many people.

Th e American Red Cross, a humanitarian organization led 
by volunteers and guided by its Congressional Charter and 
the Fundamental Principles of the International Red Cross 
Movement, provides relief to victims of disasters and helps 
people prevent, prepare for and respond to emergencies.

Th e Food Bank of Lower Fairfi eld County aims to serve as 
an effi  cient and eff ective provider of nutritious food to non-
profi t organizations that feed the hungry, while seeking to 
raise awareness and promote action to combat hunger in 
those communities.

Building a Global Village
As part of the Summer Split program, Jonathan Suk 
participated in a trip to Uganda with Habitat Global Village. 
While in Uganda, Jonathan worked in Kagoge, a small village 
where he and fellow group members helped build a brick 
house for a family of eight (which consisted of a mother, 
three biological children, and four orphans). Before receiving 
help from Jonathan and his team, the family had been living 
as squatters in a mud hut.

Th e trip not only provided the team members an opportunity 
to develop a close relationship with the family and the 

masons with whom they worked at the building site, but also 
allowed them to become immersed in the community as a 
whole. For nearly three weeks, Jonathan lived in the home 
of a community member, played soccer against the local kids 
and celebrated the dedication of the new house with over 200 
neighbors and civic leaders.

Habitat for Humanity International’s Global Village trips 
give participants a unique opportunity to become active 
partners with people of another culture. Team members work 
alongside members of the host community, raising awareness 
of the burden of poverty housing and building decent, 
aff ordable housing worldwide.

Jonathan works with Eddie, a local mason, to prepare the mortar for the bricks
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Orange County Continues 
Work on Multiple Efforts
Th e Orange County offi  ce has been 
busy with their continued involvement 
in multiple pro bono and community-
related eff orts.

Erika Mayshar recently worked with 
the Asperger Society on their eff orts 
to receive tax-exempt status. Following 
Erika’s success on that matter, she 
continues to provide legal advice 
pertaining to the Society’s ongoing 
expansion. 

Th e Asperger Society was inspired and 
created by two adults with Asperger’s 
Syndrome who desired to empower and 
educate the Asperger’s community from 

within, as well as through increased 
general awareness. Th e nonprofi t off ers 
mentoring programs, teen leadership 
training courses, job coaching, com-
munity support groups and educational 
presentations. 

Glenn Dassoff  and Abby Lloyd 
recently represented a low income 
Santa Ana resident in negotiation with 
her homeowner’s association after the 
association added hundreds of dollars of 
“special assessments” in violation of the 
association’s CC & R. Glenn and Abby 
succeeded in persuading the association 
to end its assessment of the fees, and to 
use the money already raised for much 
needed repairs around the property, 
including repairing a fence that was 
dangerous to resident children. Th is 

case was referred to Paul Hastings from 
the Public Law Center in Santa Ana.

Julie Schisler recently provided her 
annual training for all employees of 
Canyon Acres Children Center regard-
ing the prohibition against discrimina-
tion and harassment in the workplace. 
In both her capacity as a former HR 
Committee member and as a volunteer, 
Julie has also provided input to the HR 
Committee regarding their personnel 
policies and procedures, payroll practices 
and questions regarding various em-
ployment law issues.

Canyon Acres Children’s Center has 
provided housing, counseling support 
and treatment to abused, neglected
and emotionally troubled children for 
over 25 years.

Appointments and Appeals
James Fazio was recently appointed by the United States District Court for the Southern District of California to serve on 
the Criminal Justice Act Appellate Panel for a term of three years. Appointees of the CJA Appellate Panel represent indigent 
criminal defendants in appeals of federal convictions and sentences to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Th e goal of the 
program is to ensure that all federal criminal defendants receive adequate representation throughout the judicial process. 

As part of the program, James is currently representing a defendant convicted after trial of importation and possession of 
methamphetamine with intent to distribute. After the defendant’s initial sentence of 188 months’ imprisonment was vacated 
and remanded in exchange for a sentence of 292 months’ imprisonment, the defendant appealed and was re-sentenced to 262 
months’ imprisonment.

With James’ assistance, the defendant has appealed the second re-sentencing on the grounds that the trial judge abused her 
discretion in refusing to grant downward departures that she had previously granted and for imposing upward adjustments 
that she had previously denied. Ryan Hawkins is assisting James in these matters.

San Diego Assists One Tribe
A team from the San Diego offi  ce recently began working
with Dr. Paula Comstock and the One Tribe Foundation in 
order to assist the Foundation in drafting confi dentiality and 
employment agreements. 

Th e One Tribe Foundation leads the people, particularly 
the women and children, of developing countries to 

health education, social services, fi nancial stability through 
education and micro-credit loans, with the ultimate goals of 
sustainability and independence. Recently, the Foundation’s 
primary work has been in Eritrea where they are working 
with the government to establish a nursing school.

Th e Paul Hastings team consists of Trevor Coddington, 
Stephanie Anobil, and Hannah Cole.

Orange County

San Diego
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A Neighborhood Fights Back
Zack Walton, Todd Williams and Ryan Nier are assisting 
a community group of concerned families and residents in 
their eff ort to curb a neighborhood menace and take back a 
local park for their children.

Th e eff ort began when a group of young parents contacted 
Zack regarding a local man who had been harassing families 
and children using their neighborhood children’s playground, 
the Becky Temko Totpark in Southwest Berkeley. Th e man 
lives next to the park and becomes unreasonably incensed at 
the sound of children playing. He threatened the children 
and their parents, videotaped them and screamed that he 
would follow them to their houses. His conduct had quickly 
escalated to the point where many local residents no longer 
felt safe using the park. In fact, the man’s intimidating conduct 

was so eff ective that many neighborhood families had already 
stopped using the park. Berkeley police and local offi  cials have 
refused to prevent the harassment or take any steps to remedy 
the situation, citing the fact that it does not rise to the level of 
criminal behavior, and the situation has attracted signifi cant 
media attention. 

Based on extensive fact statements received from the families 
and after a two-hour meeting with them, the team decided 
to use California’s Anti-Harassment Statute to seek a tempo-
rary restraining order and ultimately, a three-year injunction 
preventing harassment of specifi c families, as well as for all 
park users. 

Although an unexpected delay has so far prevented the team 
from fi ling, they have made use of the extra time to gain fur-
ther support for their eff orts from the neighborhood.
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San Francisco

Providing Relief from the Wildfi res
In an immediate response to the devastating wildfi res that 
occurred in Southern California in October, Paul Hastings 
formed a team in support of the Wildfi re Relief Project 
in conjunction with the San Diego County Bar Association, 
the San Diego Volunteer Lawyers Program and the Legal Aid
Society of San Diego. With a coordinated eff ort led by Joe 
Warren, Catherine Caouette and Christian Platt, the 
fi rm arranged for a number of diff erent opportunities for 
participation. In addition, San Diego associates Ericka Ja-
cobs, David Tseng, and Dan Lickel have also volunteered 
their time. Th e San Diego County Bar Association off ered 
a comprehensive legal assistance training program that 
was attended by many San Diego attorneys. Th e program 
featured an overview of common disaster-related issues, in-
cluding FEMA claims, insurance issues, landlord/tenant 
problems, and employment and rebuilding issues.

Recently, the fi re victims have been able to return to their 
neighborhoods and assess their situations. For the many people 
who suff ered losses in the fi res, the next steps involve dealing 
with insurance claims and insurance adjustors, fi ling claims 

with FEMA, applying for loans from the SBA, and hiring con-
tractors to begin the rebuilding process. To help address the 
legal needs of the wildfi re victims, attorneys from the San Di-
ego offi  ce have already been volunteering their time to staff  a 
hotline set-up by the ABA/Young Lawyer’s Division, the Legal 
Aid Society of San Diego, the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer 
Program and the San Diego County Bar.

Attorneys are able to discuss the issues facing the caller and 
conduct an interview to garner all of the relevant facts. In some 
instances, the attorneys are able to provide immediate answers 
that address the callers legal needs. For more complex cases, 
the issues are documented and then referred to the San Di-
ego Volunteer Lawyers Program and the Legal Aid Society of 
San Diego. Attorneys in our San Diego offi  ce may be referred 
these cases to provide legal counsel to those individuals. As we 
begin to move farther away in time from the October fi res, we 
anticipate that more and more legal issues will develop as the 
wildfi re victims run into unexpected hurdles in their eff orts 
to rebuild, and Paul Hastings attorneys in San Diego are po-
sitioned to provide pro bono representation for individuals as 
their needs develop in the future.

San Diego Continued

Helping Preserve Local History
Virginia Morrison and Hannah Cole have been counseling San Diego Historical Society on a number of employment-
related issues, including the drafting of the Society’s employee handbook. In addition, Virginia sits on the Board of Trustees 
for the Society. 

Since 1928, the San Diego Historical Society has provided an educational and cultural institution dedicated to preserving and 
sharing their growing historical collections and extensive archives with members, visitors and the community. 
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Paul Hastings Reaffi rms Commitment
to School, Village
In the last issue of Pro Bono News, we shared the news of Paul 
Hastings’ commitment to build a new elementary school 
in Longqiu Village in Jiangxi Province, China. Although 
construction on Paul Hastings Hope Elementary School is 
not scheduled to be completed until early 2008, the fi rm has 
not waited to become active in the surrounding community.

Over the summer, Lesli Ligorner, David Blumenfeld, Karen 
Tang, Todd Liao and David Wang attended the ground-
breaking at the future site of the school. Several hundred 
people from the village attended the ceremony, including 
many of the children who will attend the school when it 
opens next year.

At the ceremony, the party secretary of Jin’an County, Mr. 
Leng, the governor of Jina’an County, Mr. Gong, and other 
senior offi  cials of the local government accompanied the Paul 
Hastings delegates on a tour of the village’s existing elementary 
school. During the tour, there was a discussion regarding the 
economic development of the village and region.

Immediately following the visit, plans were drawn up for an-
other trip to the village. Th is trip took place in the early fall 

and included a group of 26 Paul Hastings’ staff  members, 
ranging from partners to interns. Th e group again visited the 
existing elementary school, but took the opportunity this 
time to deliver learning supplies to the 209 students and or-
ganize various games and activities.

Th e day kicked off  with Partner Lesli Ligorner’s introductory 
speech to the students, local offi  cials and onlookers from 
the village. Following, the Paul Hastings’ representatives 
handed out backpacks they had prepared for the students, 
each containing pencils, pens, rulers, erasers, and a pocket 
dictionary and other schoolbooks. 

Th en the students broke up into six groups, with Paul Hastings’ 
team leaders assigned to each group. Each group was led in 
diff erent classroom activities: some students participated in 
drawing contests, others in talent shows, and others listened 
to stories read aloud by the team leaders.

After the groups gathered again for lunch, Annie Li, a Paul 
Hastings’ summer intern, performed a brief violin concert, 
much to the enjoyment of the students. After lunch, both 
the students and the team leaders competed in a game of tug-
of-war–at least until the rope broke–and a balloon race, in 
which pairs of students each had to keep a balloon suspended 
between their backs as they raced to and fro.

Shanghai

A teacher and a group of students take a minute from the day’s activities to pose for a group photo



15ProBonoNews 15ProBonoNews

Tokyo

Marching for Charity
Once again, the Atlanta offi  ce has stepped up its eff orts in the local community, this time for the March of Dimes. Th is year’s 
eff ort resulted in a 25% increase over last year, earning the fi rm a spot in the “March of Dimes Dozen,” where we ranked 
highly amongst local law fi rms, and coverage in the Fulton County Daily Report.

Providing Dispute Resolution 
Procedures for Mongolia
A group of lawyers and judges from Mongolia recently 
traveled to the Tokyo offi  ce to attend an intensive two-week 
training seminar on alternative dispute resolution (ADR) 
produced by Setsuko Ueno. Due to the expense and delays 
associated with litigation in Mongolia, the need for lawyers 

well-versed in sophisticated ADR procedures has grown ex-
ponentially over the past few years. Th e program aims to 
send back qualifi ed lawyers who can help spread eff ective 
ADR practices in Mongolia and help build a stronger legal 
infrastructure in their native country. Setsuko worked with 
the Japan Federation of Bar Association’s Committee on 
International Relations and with the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency as part of their program to train lawyers 
from developing nations.

From left to right: Sherry Qian, Justin Russo, Katherine Pheasant, Allen Maines, Denise Lobodinski, Rob Zebro, Stefanie Jackman, Jamie Park, Jordan 
Williams, Rich Dietz, and Deborah Marlowe. In Front: Candy Voticky and Noelle Lagueux-Alvarez.

Atlanta Continued



16

Lawyers Have Heart
Th e Washington, DC offi  ce and its staff  came out in 
record support for this year’s Lawyers Have Heart 10k 
and 3k Fun Walk, with a team comprising a total of 39 
runners and walkers. Team Paul Hastings also not only 
met - but surpassed - its fundraising goal, thanks to the 
following: Bill DeGrandis, Mark Lewis, Paul Wilson, 
Laura Flippin, and Alishia Sullivan. 

In addition to an outstanding fundraising eff ort, Team 
Paul Hastings worked hard on the course, placing well 
amongst the fi rms in the Large Firm Division. Th e 
Team’s time - comprised of the four best times with at 
least one man and one woman - was 3:17:13 (or an 
average time of 49:19). Barbara Brown fi nished second 
in the Fabulous Female Partner Division, with a time 
of 1:02:17. Suzanne Garner fi nished 36th out of 252 
runners in her division, with a time of 50:57. Gregor 
Gentschev fi nished 56th out of 345 runners in his 
division, with a time of 44:28. 

The Paul Hastings team assembles before the Lawyers Have Heart 
run/walk event

Abused Immigrant Gains Assistance
Laura Flippin recently assisted an immigrant from Uganda 
in her eff orts to obtain a green card, allowing her and her se-
verely disabled minor child to remain in the United States.

Th e client is a pre-school teacher at a day care center in 
McLean, VA (which has corporate sponsorships by fi rm 
clients, including Freddie Mac) who emigrated from Uganda 
to marry a U.S. citizen, who physically abused her and their 

child prior to their divorce. Following the divorce, the wom-
an’s visa status lapsed and her ex-husband reported her to 
immigration authorities, and she was ordered to report for 
immediate deportation.

Using contacts at the U.S. Department of Homeland Se-
curity, Laura obtained expedited review of immigrant’s 
application for adjustment of status and issuance of the 
green card.

Kevin Welsh recently represented a citizen of El Salvador 
in an asylum hearing. Th e client had originally fl ed El Sal-
vador in early 2006 after receiving a series of death threats 
on account of his participation in the National Association 
of Indigenous El Salvadorians (ANIS). ANIS promotes equal 
rights for indigenous El Salvadorians and seeks the contin-
ued right to practice ancient customs and traditions. Mem-
bers of ANIS have been subject to continual violence in 
El Salvador since 1983 when 74 members of ANIS were assas-
sinated by soldiers of the El Salvador army.

Months after fl eeing El Salvador, the client arrived in the 
United States and was apprehended at the border in Texas and 

placed in proceedings for removal. Not long after, the case 
was referred to Kevin by Human Rights First. After making 
his fi rst court appearance and submitting an application 
for asylum, the client received an individual merits hearing 
before Judge Dufresne of the Baltimore Immigration Court, 
where he was granted asylum. He has recently submitted a 
petition to allow his wife, Roxana, and two children to come 
to the United States from El Salvador.

Human Rights First is a non-profi t, nonpartisan international 
human rights organization based in New York and Washing-
ton D.C. that works to protect refugees and other victims of 
persecution and to seek justice and accountability for viola-
tions against them. In order to maintain its neutrality, they 
accept no government funding.

Washington, DC

Asylum Granted for Persecuted Immigrant
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Mark Poerio and Yaw Awuah accept the award alongside Gloria Ducker, Chair of MASSB (2nd from left) and Brenda Donald, Maryland’s 
Secretary for the Department of Human Resources (on the right)

Food & Friends Event Delivers Food, 
Raises Spirits
A group of volunteers from the Washington, DC of-
fi ce recently participated in a “Paul Hastings Day” event 
organized by Food & Friends. After enjoying a breakfast 
together at the Food & Friends facility, the group hit the 
road in teams of two and three to spend the day delivering 
much-needed meals and groceries to critically ill members 
of our community. 

Since 1988, Food & Friends has provided food and compan-
ionship to more than 1,350 people living with HIV/AIDS, can-

cer and other life-challenging illnesses throughout Washing-
ton, DC, seven counties of Maryland and seven counties and 
six independent cities in Virginia. 

Th e feedback from those who participated has been so 
positive that plans are already being made to put together 
another event in the near feature. Th e following Paul Hastings 
people (and their friends and family members) helped make 
“Paul Hastings Day” with Food & Friends a success: Alishia 
Sullivan, Renee Godbolt, Rick Latterell, Crescent Moran, 
Myhoa Polk, William Ruiz, Erin Sears, Farrah Short, 
Michael Steel, Brock Weber, Valerie Wiggins, Roger 
Simon, Ken Keyak and Nisa Gosselink.

Award-Winning
Pro Bono Service
Paul Hastings recently received the 
Maryland Association of Social Services 
Boards’ community partner award in 
recognition of the fi rm’s work in provid-
ing general counsel services to MASSB. 
Mark Poerio, Yaw Awuah and Lisa 
Brown accepted the award on behalf of 
the fi rm.

At the MASSB conference where Paul 
Hastings received the award, the fi rm 
also hosted a panel discussion focused 
on legislative matters aff ecting child 

protection and family preservation, as 
well as another dynamic panel which 
focused on innovative social services 
programs. In addition to these and oth-
er panels, the conference also included 
the winners of the Paul Hastings Award 
for Innovative Social Services Programs. 
Th is year’s winners were:

Co-Winner: Anne Arundel County for 
Harmony House, which provides a real 
home in which biological parents who 
have lost custody of their children may 
interact with them.

Co-winner: Prince Georges County for 

Shepherd’s Cove, which established a 
resource-driven homeless shelter.

Runner-up: Baltimore City DSS, whose 
SEED Program counsels parents who 
have lost child custody due to drug 
abuse.

MASSB also recognized Paul Hastings 
for conceiving the idea of forming and 
implementing a charitable foundation 
that enables all 24 of Maryland’s local 
DSS jurisdictions to engage in fund-
raising in support of DSS projects. For 
more information about how to support 
MASSB, please contact Mark Poerio.
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New York Continued

A Home Run for Cancer Research
Chuck Baker, a trustee of the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society’s New York City Chapter, joined leukemia survivor 
Kate Davis, her family and other representatives from the 
Society in accepting a $700,000 donation from the New 
York Mets at Shea Stadium. 

Th e funds were raised at the Mets’ annual Welcome Home 
Dinner Benefi t held in April and will be used for research 
and patient services. Chuck, who is active in supporting 
several charitable organizations in the New York City 
area, co-chaired the benefi t. 

Th e Leukemia and Lymphoma Society is the world’s largest 
voluntary health organization dedicated to funding blood 
cancer research and providing education and patient 
services. Since its founding in 1949, the Society has 
invested more than $550 million for research specifi cally 
targeting blood cancers. 

Pictured are (back row, left to right) Mr. Met, Howard Tanney, a 
trustee of the New York Chapter of LLS; Chuck Baker, Ward Davis, 
Debbie Pilalas, Michael Osso, executive director of the New York 
Chapter of LLS, New York Met pitcher John Maine, (bottom row, left 
to right) Lindsey Tanney, Olivia Davis, Kate Davis and Emma Davis

Skipping Lunch to Fight Hunger
Twenty-two members of the fi rm’s New York offi  ce recently 
participated in their fi rst-ever City Harvest “Skip Lunch, Fight 
Hunger” campaign. As part of the program, employees were 
encouraged to donate whatever amount they would spend to 
purchase lunch for that day to help feed the city’s hungry kids 
and their families. A phenomenal success, the one-day eff ort 
raised over $2,000 in donations.

City Harvest, a non-profi t organization founded in 1982, 
is the world’s fi rst and New York City’s only food rescue 
program. City Harvest exists to end hunger in communi-
ties throughout New York City. Th ey do this through food
rescue and distribution, education, and other practical, in-
novative solutions.

Millions of pounds of good, edible food are thrown away 
each year by New York City food businesses. At the same 
time, more than one million people are hungry, including 
nearly 350,000 children and more than 140,000 senior cit-
izens. City Harvest is the link between those who have so 
much and those who have too little. 

Th is year, City Harvest will rescue 20 million pounds of ex-
cess food from all segments of the food industry - including 
restaurants, manufacturers, wholesalers, greenmarkets, hotels, 
corporate cafeterias, grocery stores, and farms - and deliver it 
to more than 600 community food programs throughout the 
fi ve boroughs using a fl eet of 16 trucks and volunteers on 
foot. Each week, City Harvest helps over 260,000 hungry 
New Yorkers fi nd their next meal.

Backpack Drive Packs in the Donations
Th e New York and Stamford offi  ces recently participated in the annual Backpack Drive sponsored by World Vision. All 
employees were encouraged to donate backpacks and school supplies to World Vision and their mission. Th e giving spirit of 
Paul Hastings once again manifested itself in the generous donations that were received. Th e drive was a tremendous success 
and the offi  ce was able to collect two enormous boxes of school supplies and backpacks.

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families and their communities 
worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. World Vision serves all people, regardless 
of religion, race, ethnicity or gender. World Vision’s Storehouse in the South Bronx serves communities in which many 
children, families, and teachers face the burden of not having the basic resources needed for school. Often teachers meet the 
need at their own expense spending $750 on average a year. World Vision’s annual backpack distributions aim to help families 
in need by supplying the tools children need to be successful in school.
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Now in its fifth year, Paul Hastings’ Public Interest Split 
Summer Program welcomed a record number of law students 
to the firm for 2007. Available only to a select number of 
second-year law students, the program allows law students to 
work for eight weeks in a Paul Hastings office and then spend 
another four weeks of the summer with a non-profit public 
interest organization or a government agency in the same city.

The students are compensated for the entire summer, 
participating in valuable public service work while also 

gaining the corporate law experiences of a Paul Hastings 
Summer Associate. This year’s group included Miya 
Rahanim and Kristina Scurry Baehr in Washington, D.C.; 
Wendy Watson, Connie Hsiao, Lael Weis in San Francisco; 
and Nick Durham in New York. This year’s program saw 
the students participate in the Sex Offense and Domestic 
Violence Section of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District 
of Columbia, the Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights and Urban Affairs, the Sierra Club, Public Advocates 
and the San Francisco Office of the City Attorney.

Double TimeLearning

with federal and state laws impacting recruitment, hiring, 
compensation (including California’s complex wage and 
hour laws), performance, discipline, benefits, and many other 
employment practices. Working closely with Karen Kato and 
Rose Huerta-Walker of ECF, Heather and Cindy created 
a number of new personnel forms and also successfully 
revamped ECF’s personnel policy manual and employee 
handbook. They also advised ECF on various employment-
related issues that arose throughout the merger process, all 
to help ensure the smoothest of transitions as ECF and KEC 
“come together.” 

Stephen Harris, Eric Keller and Crescent Moran assisted 
ECF in analyzing the myriad of complex employee benefits 
issues that arise any time two entities combine. Working 
closely with ECF’s staff, Stephen, Eric and Crescent iden-
tified a number of potential pitfalls and helped guide the 
process to ensure that ECF will be able to effectively merge 
the two entities’ employee benefits programs, which will al-
low ECF to attract and retain a highly-skilled workforce, 
without which it could not fulfill its mission of providing 
high-quality, community-based services to disabled chil-
dren and adults.

The team at Paul Hastings, which in addition to the above-
mentioned lawyers includes Robert Miller, Eve Coddon, 
Jim Owens, Alexander Lee, Daniel Higgins, Derek 
Roth, Zack Walton, Chip Vitarelli, Ann Lawrence and 
Reshma Bishnoi, also counseled ECF regarding insurance 

coverage, environmental analysis and assessment, litigation 
exposure, nonprofit governance and tax matters, and 
ultimately, successfully devised a structure whereby ECF 
and KEC could expeditiously consolidate their efforts to 
provide stimulating learning environments, positive social 
experiences and meaningful work activities to people living 
with developmental and other disabilities in communities 
throughout the County of Los Angeles.

ECF and KEC entered into a Definitive Agreement and 
Plan of Merger and once certain governmental and other 
third party consents are obtained, KEC will merge with 
and into ECF, with ECF being the surviving corporation. 
Also, KEC and ECF entered into an Employee Leasing 
Agreement whereby ECF now directs and progresses the 
operations and financial performance of KEC. The Em-
ployee Leasing Agreement ensures access to quality services 
by communities served by ECF and KEC and allows the 
two to work in concert and effectively merge their opera-
tions during the interim period between the signing and the 
closing of the Definitive Agreement and Plan of Merger. 

“Paul Hastings counsel and tireless support has helped us 
advance our mission to unprecedented levels. The firm’s gen-
erous gift will pay dividends for generations of people living 
with disabilities. All of us at ECF are very grateful.” Scott D. 
Bowling, Psy.D., President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Exceptional Children’s Foundation.

Feature
Continued from page 3
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Lisa LaFourcade 714-668-6203, lisalafourcade@paulhastings.com

Palo Alto
Ron Lemieux 650-320-1821, ronlemieux@paulhastings.com

Paris
Pierre Kirch 33-1-42-99-04-23, pierrekirch@paulhastings.com

San Diego
Christian Platt 858-720-2524, christianplatt@paulhastings.com
Catherine Caouette 858-720-2572, catherinecaouette@paulhastings.com

San Francisco
Peter Meier 415-856-7030, petermeier@paulhastings.com
Saidah Grayson 415-856-7050, saidahgrayson@paulhastings.com

Shanghai
Lesli Ligorner 86-21-6103-2968, lesliligorner@paulhastings.com

Tokyo
Joy Fuyuno 81-3-6229-6022, joyfuyuno@paulhastings.com
Alex Jampel 81-3-6229-6008, alexanderjampel@paulhastings.com

Washington, DC
Chuck Patrizia 202-551-1710, charlespatrizia@paulhastings.com
Raquel Bierzwinsky 202-551-1740, raquelbierzwinsky@paulhastings.com

Your Local Office Representative
For more information, or to get involved in a pro bono project at 
Paul Hastings, please contact any member of the Pro Bono & 
Community Committee. 

The Portal
Click on the link at the top of the Portal’s homepage to access approval 
memos, request forms and engagement letters - all downloadable as 
Word documents. 

LexisNexis and Westlaw
You may obtain assistance for pro bono research from LexisNexis 
or Westlaw representatives during their office visits. For more 
information, contact your office librarian.

Transperfect Translation Program
This service awards free translation credit for the firm’s pro bono work 
based on the regular work it does for the firm. This credit may be used 
by any attorney in any office. For further information on free transla-
tion resources that may be available for your pro bono case, please 
contact Dennis Ellis, pro bono representative,  Los Angeles. 

Share Your Story
Drop Pro Bono News a line and let us hear about what you are doing 
in your community. Please direct all comments, suggestions or inquir-
ies regarding submissions for future issues of Pro Bono News to Paul 
Thurston at paulthurston@paulhastings.com.

Offi ce Contacts: Pro Bono & Community Committee


