
HOME RESURFACES

Last winter, the devastation of the tsunami in Southeast Asia touched the entire world, a startling 
reminder of civilization’s fragile coexistence with nature. Here at home, experts were bracing 
for a busy hurricane season, but who could have imagined the destruction and the displace-
ment of tens of thousands that took place in New Orleans? It is a lesson as much in humility 
as it is in the inadequacy of foresight. Now, as New Orleans and other cities rebuild, the 
Paul Hastings community contributes, both as a fi rm and dedicated individuals, to the revival 
of a region. Read more about our Red Cross support and other eff orts on page 4.
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As we look forward to the year 
ahead, it is worthwhile to pause for 
a moment and reflect on the year just 
passed. The impact of the natural 
disasters that occurred around the 
globe in late 2004 and 2005 cannot 
be described in words. In response, 
we targeted the American Red Cross 
and Doctors Without Borders as the 

recipients of major donations by the firm. Through the Paul 
Hastings Cares Foundation, we also assisted ongoing relief 
efforts with generous donations from Paul Hastings individu-
als. And, as always, our attorneys and staff continued to par-
ticipate in a diverse range of service projects, making 2005 
our busiest year yet for pro bono activity. As a result, there is 
a little less hunger, a little more beauty, a little less suffering 
and a little more joy in our world. Thank you!

It doesn’t take a crystal ball to predict that the need for 
our community involvement and pro bono services will only 
increase in 2006. In response, we must, and will, do more. 
As a firm, we will implement strategic plans that will devote 
more resources to pro bono and community involvement. But 
what about each of us as individuals? It is easy to feel over-
whelmed by the magnitude of issues that affect the public 
good. So much so that it is often more convenient to tell 
ourselves that we don’t have enough time, talent or money to 
make a difference. As the stories in Pro Bono News invariably 
show us, seemingly small individual efforts often add up to 
spectacular collective results.

So, in 2006, I challenge you to consider the power of one—
the power that you possess to make a difference through 
increased involvement in the community and through greater 
involvement in pro bono activity. Together, our contributions 
can add up to a huge difference. Happy New Year! 

Barbara L. Johnson, Chair
Community & Bar Involvement Committee

CHAIR’S CORNER IN THIS ISSUE

Pro Bono News is published three times a year by Paul Hastings. 
© 2006 Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP. 
515 South Flower Street, Los Angeles, CA  90071. 
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AmeriCares Goes  
Into the Night Sky
Paul Hastings joined AmeriCares (www.
americares.org) in its annual airlift fund-
raiser and gala dinner, “Into the Night 
Sky,” celebrating the organization’s re-
lief work around the world. Last year, 
Paul Hastings donated $20,000 to the 
nonprofit disaster relief and humani-
tarian aid organization. Represented at 
the gala dinner by Christopher Craig, 
Tim Muldoon and Matthew Somma, 
Paul Hastings continued its support this 
year by attending the fundraiser for the 
group’s critical airlift missions.

In an airplane hangar at the Westches-
ter County Airport, friends and donors 
of AmeriCares dined and danced be-
fore wishing bon voyage to 65 special 
guests journeying to Nicaragua for a 
24-hour relief mission. The evening in-
cluded a tribute to special honorees, in-
cluding Paul Rusesabagina, the hotelier 
who saved the lives of over 1,200 flee-
ing refugees during the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide. The evening ended where the 
relief efforts of AmeriCares begin—on 
the runway. The special trip to witness 
firsthand the group’s work was awarded 
to donors whose significant contribu-
tions allow the organization to continue 
its lifesaving operations.

Paul Hastings Partners 
With Bar Association in 
School Supplies Drive
In what is becoming an annual tradition,  
the Stamford office worked with the 
Fairfield County Bar Association (www.
regionalbar.com) to provide school 
supplies for children in need. Coordi-
nated by Sarah Graves and utilizing 
generous matching funds provided by 
the firm, the office collected nearly  

$2,000 in supplies and donations,  
making this the most successful school 
supply drive to date.

Pro Bono Partnership 
Helps the Legacy of   
Low-Income Housing
Tamu Lewis, David Snediker and Ste-
phen de Vore are working with the Pro 
Bono Partnership (www.probonopart-
ner.org) on a matter for the Housing 
Development Fund, Inc. The Stamford 
attorneys are preparing a uniform deed 
restriction for insertion into title docu-
ments of housing units to ensure that 
they remain low or moderate-income 
units if and when they are ultimately 
resold. The Pro Bono Partnership works 
with community-based, nonprofit or-
ganizations serving the poor and dis-
advantaged populations in Westchester 
County, New York, Fairfield County, 
Connecticut and northern New Jersey. 
Their nonprofit clients work primarily 
in the areas of health and human services,  
affordable housing, neighborhood revi-
talization and economic development. 

Designer’s Dream Finds a 
Second Chance

Carla Walworth, with the help of Deb-
orah Marlowe and Samantha Weiden-
baum in Atlanta, is helping an Indian 
student re-enroll in a graduate fashion 
design program at Drexel University and 
working to correct his student immigra-
tion status, which has lapsed.

The student found himself at risk of 
deportation after a family tragedy left 
him without any financial or personal 
support, long after deadlines for apply-
ing for international student aid had 
passed. He fell behind with his tuition 
at Drexel, which removed him from en-

rollment until he could obtain financial 
aid to complete his studies. Because he 
was no longer enrolled, his student im-
migration status was in danger. Facing 
homelessness and deportation, the stu-
dent was taken in by friends, but they 
could not help him meet his tuition ob-
ligations. Despite these challenges, the 
student (with the help and support of 
his dedicated professors) continued to 
attend classes, complete projects, take 
exams, learn and collaborate with his 
fellow students, and, most importantly, 
design and produce original clothing. 

Working together to understand how 
to address the student’s problems, Sa-
mantha, Deborah and Carla helped 
the student obtain an anonymous 
gift to pay the tuition then in arrears, 
worked with financial aid counselors 
at Drexel to help him obtain financial 
aid for his tuition, books and room for 
the upcoming year, and helped him re-
apply for his student visa, which will 
permit him to complete his studies  
at Drexel.

Whether it is the local revitalization of a small nonprofit theater or disaster relief efforts in the 
wake of the tsunami in Southeast Asia, Paul Hastings’ Stamford office has always focused on 
community, local and global alike. In this issue, PBN salutes the breadth and diversity of public 
service in the Stamford office.

OFFICE SPOTLIGHT: STAMFORD

An original design by Anil Dokkari, a  
graduate student at Drexel University.
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To assist in the massive recovery from Hurricane Katrina,  
Paul Hastings presented the American Red Cross (www.red-
cross.org) with a donation of $100,000. Designed specifically 
for the victims of Hurricane Katrina, the American Red Cross 
Disaster Relief Fund supports the operation of hundreds of 
shelters across seven states, providing a safe haven for tens of 
thousands of evacuees. 

The donation, made in the days immediately following the 
disaster, went to meeting the urgent, critical needs of evacuees, 
which included providing emergency shelter, food and water. 
However, Paul Hastings’ relationship with the Red Cross is on-
going. Dino Barajas sits on the board of the Greater Los Angeles  
chapter of the Red Cross, while Stephen Cooke was recently 
appointed chairman of the Orange County chapter (see the 
Orange County office update for more).

Additionally, the Paul Hastings Cares Foundation established 
a special account—the Emergency Hurricane Katrina Relief 
Fund—to which Paul Hastings staff could contribute directly. 
The donations made to this account were earmarked in two 
ways by providing both immediate aid to the victims, through 
additional donations to the American Red Cross Disaster Re-
lief Fund and other relief efforts, and by providing monetary 
support to legal aid services in the states hardest hit by the hur-
ricane. These organizations are dedicated to advising victims 

on legal issues relating solely to the disaster, such as probate 
matters, insurance claims, price-gouging claims, landlord-ten-
ant issues and FEMA assistance issues. 

In New York, Paul Hastings attorneys assisted the City Bar Justice 
Center’s Hurricane Katrina Relief effort by staffing the Legal Help 
Desk at the Disaster Assistance Service Center (DASC). In addi-
tion to offering advice and referrals, Paul Hastings attorneys have 
also taken on individual cases for longer-term representation. (See 
also our New York office update for more on this story.)

Photo courtesy of Digital Globe

FEATURE 

A REGION RESURFACES

Night and Day: Satellite imagery over western New Orleans 
captures the destruction that followed Hurricane Katrina.  
A major break in the levee system is easily visible at the  
left side of the photograph.

Flanked by American Red Cross representatives  
Mary Elcano (at far left) and Larry Moore (at far  
right), Barbara Johnson, Seth Zachary and  
Barbara Brown present Paul Hastings’ $100,000  
donation for Katrina relief.
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Attorneys Seek Fair Representation  
in Death Penalty Cases
Following the United States Supreme Court’s landmark rul-
ing in Roper v. Simmons that declared the death penalty for 
juveniles unconstitutional, Laura Berg is assisting in the rep-
resentation of a Georgia Death Row inmate who was 17 at 
the time of his arrest. Her client’s original attorney spent less 
than 30 hours preparing for his capital trial and sentencing, 
gathered no mitigation evidence, and referred to his client us-
ing a racial slur. In addition, and in clear violation of state law, 
this attorney simultaneously represented the state as a Special 
Assistant Attorney General, while also representing his juve-
nile client. Today, Laura’s client, whose crime is more consis-
tent with manslaughter or felony-murder than capital-murder, 
is the only death-sentenced inmate in the history of modern 
capital punishment who has been forced to represent himself 
at a state habeas hearing. 

Recently, the Georgia Supreme Court gave the client a favorable 
ruling by remanding his case to the habeas court for proceedings 
consistent with Simmons and denying the state’s request that it 
find the client’s remaining issues moot. Laura, who was helped 
by summer associate Stefanie Jackman, is representing the cli-
ent in efforts to ensure that he receive fair treatment in prison 
and an opportunity to litigate his remaining guilt-phase claims, 
along with pursuing a fair re-sentencing consistent with the facts 
of the case. 

Laura is also assisting in litigation to obtain mental health re-
cords and other mitigation evidence for a mentally ill inmate 
currently on Death Row. The client’s trial counsel failed to pres-
ent to the jury even a fraction of the evidence demonstrating 
that the client had been physically and mentally abused, had 
experienced a long history of serious mental illness, and had 
suffered from drug and alcohol addiction beginning at a very 
early age. Because the majority of these records documenting 
the client’s history are located out-of-state and have been diffi-

Paul Hastings Cares Foundation
Succeeds in Clothing Drive
Led by Julie Apodaca and Susan Streiker, the Paul Hastings  
Cares Foundation Los Angeles Project recently donated 
$2,500 worth of Payless Shoe gift certificates and approxi-
mately $1,000 in new clothing, school supplies and toys to 
the Children’s Law Center of Los Angeles (www.childrens-
lawcenteroflosangeles.org), which distributed the gifts to 
needy foster children. 

To illustrate how such a clothing drive can help people, Prin-
cess Ramey, of the Children’s Law Center, tells the story of a 
ten-year-old girl who was being interviewed by an attorney 
at the Center when the attorney noticed the girl rubbing her 
feet. As it turned out, the girl’s mother had sold the family’s 
belongings (including the child’s shoes) for drug money. The 
father, who had recently obtained custody of the girl from the 
mother, could not afford to buy his daughter new shoes. The 
Payless Shoes gift certificate that the attorney ultimately gave 
the father not only eased the girl’s pain, it also helped a proud 
man provide for his daughter in a time of crisis. 

LOS ANGELES

ATLANTA

Jewish Organization Assists  
Neighborhood Youth

LONDON

Continued on page 8.

cult to obtain, Laura (with the help of Michael Grider and 
Noelle Lagueux-Alvarez) is assisting in the research and 
litigation in several states necessary to gather evidence in 
order that the client may have a fair appeals process.

Atlanta Bar Fundraiser Showcases  
Attorneys’ Talents
Atlanta attorneys Matt Martin and Kelly Koelker put 
their theatrical talents on display in “A Courthouse Line 
VI: No Business Like Law Business,” staged at Atlanta’s 
Rialto Theatre to raise funds for the Atlanta Bar Founda-
tion (www.atlantabar.org). The nine-week rehearsal sched-
ule paid off, as the show is estimated to have raised over 
$50,000 for the Foundation—a record in the six-year his-
tory of annual stage productions sponsored by the Atlanta 
Bar Association.

While Matt acted and sang in the two-act parody about an 
attorney who returned to the practice of law after a brief 

Sean Magee is representing Lubavitch Limited, a 
charity set up to assist Jewish youths in the United  
Kingdom with accommodations and spiritual guid- 
ance while they are in school. The group also  
provides children with social activities and commu-
nity-building programs. Sean is advising Lubavitch 
on the purchase of a new property in Cambridge, 
which will serve as a base for the group’s activities in 
that region.
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Members of the New York office assisted the City Bar 
Justice Center’s Hurricane Katrina Relief efforts by staff-

ing the Legal Help Desk at the Disaster Assistance Ser-
vice Center (DASC). The City Bar Justice Center acted 

as a central coordinator for New York City attorneys seek-
ing to volunteer with organizations in the Gulf region 
and with local legal organizations working on Katrina-
related issues. 

Each week, Paul Hastings volunteers traveled to the New 
York City Offi  ce of Emergency Management’s Disaster 
Assistance Service Center to conduct a detailed intake of 
evacuees’ legal issues, providing information and referrals. 
Paul Hastings’ New York offi  ce is also handling individual 
cases stemming from the disaster relief intake process. Th ese 
cases address a wide range of legal issues that may be faced by 
individuals and families aff ected by the hurricane. Th e New 
York team includes Colleen Brooks, Elias Chedid, Marisa 
Corvisiero, Sandi Dubin, Kenneth Friedman, Nichol 
Hart, Jacqueline May, Brian Moran, Sarah North, 
Debbie Nwaobi, Carrie Rief, Deborah Salzberg, Janet 
Sandoval-Pou, Joshua Sternoff, Robert Wertheimer, 
Danielle White and Lillian Wilkinson.

NEW YORK

Th e New York offi  ce 
worked with World Vi-
sion (www.worldvision.
org), a relief and dev-
elopment oganization, 
to sponsor a backpack 
drive for inner-city 
children and families, 
as well as teachers, who 
face the burden of 
meager educational re-
sources. With tremen-
dous support and en-
thusiasm from the 

Associate Development Committee, the New York offi  ce 
collected 75 backpacks along with extra supplies which 
World Vision picked up and distributed directly to local inner-
city communities. 

Among those who participated in the backpack drive were 
Peggy Abbruscato, David Alpine, Mary Jane Artese, 
Jane Avolio, Bonnie Ann Black, Brian  Brennan, 
Bronwyn Burke, Kristen Chang, Erika Collins, Arlene 
Colon, Rita Conlon, Marie-Claire Correa, Linda 
DeLaurentis, Anne Durkin, Scott Edwards, Jeanette 

Eichele, Amy Foley, Kenneth Friedman, Donna 
Galanti, Theresa Geraci, Bob Grados, Tanya Johnson, 
Tom Kruger, Lesli Ligorner, Stuart Mass, Donna, 
Mezzapesa, Brian Moran, Diane Natanson, Michele 
Naya, JoAnn Nelson, Tina Nelson, KellyAnn O’Leary, 
Domenick Pugliese, Janet Sandoval-Pou, Alix Sarub-
bi, Walter Schleimer, Mark Schonberger, Barry Sher, 
Linda Sperling, Nicole Vitale, Eric Wakin, Leigh Wyatt 
and Michael Zuppone. World Vision is dedicated to help-
ing children and their communities worldwide reach their 
full potential by tackling the causes of poverty. 

Attorneys Join the Hurricane Katrina Disaster Assistance Service Center

World Vision Teams with Paul Hastings in School Supplies Drive

Paul Hastings  New York of-
fice is also handling individual 
cases stemming from the di-
saster relief intake process 
[addressing] a wide range of 
legal issues that may be faced 
by individuals and families.

Alix Sarubbi, 
Marie-Claire 
Correa, a 
director for 
World Vision, 
and Ken 
Friedman 
prepare 
the donated 
supplies.
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Led by Kenneth Friedman, individuals from Paul Hastings 
arrived in the rain at P.S. 15 Roberto Clemente Elementary 
School as part of New York Cares Day, a program that helps 
enhance and brighten inner-city schools. Working togeth- 
er on the third floor of the school, the Paul Hastings team 
transformed the once bare blue walls into murals display-
ing the colors and animation of marine life. Joining Ken 
on the Paul Hastings team—the largest of the six corporate 
and nonprofit teams at Roberto Clemente Elementary that 
day—were Colleen Brooks, Rim Chon, Arlene Colon, 
Linda DeLaurentis, Frank Dagostino, Sandra Grassi, 
Lourdes Moran, Muyindeen Olajide, Alix Sarubbi, Susan 
Wade and Diane Yang.

As an organization, New York Cares (www.nycares.org) mo-
bilizes more than 3,000 volunteers every month to take part 
in a wide variety of flexibly scheduled, team-based projects 
focused on improving the lives of New Yorkers in need. New 
York Cares offers professional-grade volunteer organizing and 
project planning to a wide range of social service agencies, 
schools and environmental groups.

Deen Olajide, Ken Friedman, Susan Wade and Daniel Lam (Susan’s husband) help brighten a New York City school day.

Members of the Paul Hastings New York Cares team pause for 
a photo at Roberto Clemente Elementary School. Pictured right 
to left are: Belinda Leung, Diane Yang, Linda DeLaurentis,  
Rim Chon and Lourdes Moran.

Attorneys and Staff Help Brighten New York City School 
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Orange County’s Red Cross Involvement 
Continues With Board Appointment
Stephen Cooke was appointed chairman of the board of 
directors for the Orange County chapter of the American 
Red Cross (www.oc-redcross.org) and will serve a one-year 
term, acting as principal officer to the board of directors 
and executive committee and supervising the chapter in 
the implementation of policies and procedures.

Before joining the board of directors in 1996, Steve was 
chapter legal counsel and first vice chair for two years. “We 
have had the honor of having Steve be part of the Orange 
County Red Cross family for almost ten years now. Steve 
will be able to carry on the great tradition and mission of 
the Orange County Red Cross,” said Patrick Baker, chief 
executive officer of the Orange County chapter. “Steve’s ex-
ceptional background in the community and organization 
has prepared him well for taking on the challenges of our 
Red Cross chapter,” Baker added.

Paul Hastings’ Red Cross involvement in Orange County is 
not limited to Steve, however. Currently, Lisa LaFourcade is 
the chapter’s general counsel and serves as a member of the 
executive committee. Prior to Lisa’s involvement with the 
chapter, Cathy Patton served in such capacities. Though the 
American Red Cross has been operating in the region since 
1898, the Orange County Chapter was officially recognized 
on July 1, 1965.

Stephen Cooke and Lisa LaFourcade continue their  
Red Cross leadership.

ATLANTA (continued from p. 5)

Kelly Koelker at an Atlanta Bar Foundation fundraiser.

ORANGE COUNTY

stint as an anchor on “Courthouse TV,” Kelly accom-
panied on keyboards as part of a “Blues Brothers”-
inspired pit band. A portion of the funds raised will 
support the Rowland W. Barnes Scholarship Fund at 
Emory Law School, established in honor of the Fulton  
County judge who was slain in the March 11, 2005 
courthouse shootings.

Along with the memorial fund, the Atlanta Bar Founda-
tion sponsors a police scholarship fund (for the children 
of Atlanta police officers killed or injured in the line 
of duty), a summer law intern program for high school 
students, and the Truancy Intervention Project (TIP) 
that provides early, positive intervention for children 
who are reported as truants.

Atlanta Bar Fundraiser Showcases Attorneys’ Talents

Steve s exceptional background 
in the community and organiza-
tion has prepared him well for 
taking on the challenges of our 
Red Cross chapter.
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Young tennis enthusiasts collect the rackets donated by  
Paul Hastings at the Acura Classic Tennis Tournament’s Kids Day.

Paul Hastings Brings the Swing  
to Acura Tennis Tournament 
Paul Hastings sponsored Kids Day at the Acura Classic Tennis 
Tournament, donating 1,000 rackets. Represented by Carl 
Sanchez and Deyan Spiridonov, Paul Hastings joined Acura 
for the special event which was free for all kids under age 16. 
The day featured clin-
ics, prizes, games and, 
of course, rackets.

SAN DIEGO

TOKYO

A Family’s Home Is Rebuilt  
After Fire Tragedy

Joined by family and friends, members of Paul Hastings’ 
San Diego office participated in a Habitat for Human-
ity project (www.habitatsdiego.org) to rebuild a Descanso 
house destroyed in the October 2003 wildfires in Califor-
nia. Liza Brann, Lynn Goldfarb, Khalisa Lord, Sarah 
Louden, Scott Oross, Pam Randall, Amy Smith and Bill 
Sullivan all assisted in the construction of the house. The 
1,300-square-foot modular home was targeted by Habitat 
because the disabled owner and father of two children had 
been unable to afford fire insurance. 

Featured in the Sunday edition of the San Diego Union- 
Tribune, the Paul Hastings volunteers worked on the house as 
part of the Buildable Hours program, established to encourage 
law firms around the country to volunteer with Habitat. The 
program has been met with enthusiasm firm-wide in recent 
years, with several Paul Hastings offices donating their time. 
As Lynn Goldfarb noted in the Union-Tribune article, “Every-
body felt that fear and tension. Everybody thought, ‘What if 
it was my house?’ I think it’s a good deal to give a little bit of 
yourself to others. Every person makes a difference.”

Sok Sabay Calendar Raises Funds  
for Children in Cambodia As  
Paul Hastings Continues Its Support

Paul Hastings attorneys and staff have been trying to  
strengthen their relationship with Sok Sabay (www. 
soksabay.com), a shelter for abused children in Cam-
bodia, by supporting a calendar featuring artwork by 
the shelter’s talented children. As reported in the Sum-
mer 2005 issue of PBN, Raj Pande brought the organi- 
zation to the firm’s attention when he joined Paul Hastings.  
Now, proceeds from the Sok Sabay calendar produced  
by Raj’s daughter, Trisha, will serve to support the shelter’s 
general operating costs. 

Sok Sabay was established by Marie  
Cammal, a French nurse who has 
devoted a substantial part of her 
life and career to humanitarian  
work in Southeast Asia. Approxi-
mately 40 children who have been 
rescued from abusive situations—

including child trafficking, prostitution and domestic 
violence—live at Sok Sabay where they receive clothing, 
education, food and psychological and medical care in a  
nurturing environment that focuses on their future suc- 
cess in life. If you are interested in supporting the Sok Sabay 
calendar drive, please contact Momoko Ogata in Tokyo.
The Sok Sabay Calendar features artwork by the shelter’s 
talented children. Proceeds from its sale will help support 
the shelter’s crucial mission in Cambodia.
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WASHINGTON, DC

Ed Griffin successfully represented the translator for a Mon-
golian dance troupe on an immigration matter after the dis-
integration of her marriage. Ed’s client married a U.S. per-
manent resident and had a child, but gradually the client’s 
husband grew jealous and cruel, doling out emotional as well 
as physical abuse and attempting to isolate her from friends 
and family. The client tried unsuccessfully to leave her hus-
band several times, including three occasions during which 
she sought refuge at a shelter for battered women. Ultimately, 
her husband prevented her from applying for a change in her 
visa status.

After an argument during which the client’s skull was frac-
tured, her husband was arrested and finally convicted a 
few months later of felony unlawful wounding. Shortly af-
ter her release from the hospital, the client contacted the 
Tahirih Justice Center (TJC) for help with her immigra-
tion status. Through the TJC (www.tahirih.org), Ed took 
on the client’s case and assisted her in filling out the forms 
associated with a self-petition under the Violence Against 

Women Act (VAWA), as well as an application for a work 
authorization card. The most important piece of the pro-
cess involved drafting her declaration in support of her 
petition which would tell her story, and in turn satisfy the 
requirements of the VAWA. 

Through emotional meetings, Ed helped his client gradually re-
count the painful story of her abuse, collecting a marriage cer-
tificate, passport and pictures documenting the client’s life with 
her husband. Ed also obtained trial exhibits, including police 
photos of the night his client was beaten, and interviewed her  
social worker, who agreed to draft an affidavit in support of 
the client’s application. With the help of Diana Bellonby and 
Connie Barclay, Ed finalized his client’s application, includ-
ing forms and exhibits, and submitted her application. A few 
months later, the client’s self-petition was granted. She received 
her employment authorization card and an initial grant of de-
ferred action, allowing her to remain in the United States and 
work until she became eligible to file an adjustment of status 
for permanent residency. 

When news surfaced last year that many Washington, DC 
residents were receiving tap water containing dangerously high 
levels of lead, Paul Hastings undertook to represent a class of 
DC residents, seeking to assure that Washington’s Water and 
Sewer Authority (WASA) would take the necessary steps to re-

duce lead levels in drinking water and, if necessary, to replace 
lead service pipes. This past summer, Paul Hastings’ lawsuit 
against WASA was dropped after the utility took adequate 
steps to improve water quality. 

Over the last year, the Paul Hastings team maintained pressure 
on WASA and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
tracking WASA’s efforts (in response to EPA requirements) to 
change its disinfectant additives along with other steps to reduce  
lead contamination. In light of the results, which showed a  
substantial decrease in the lead levels, and the ongoing dili- 
gence the EPA and WASA have exhibited to maintaining  
reduced lead levels, Paul Hastings dismissed the litigation  
without prejudice. As reported in the July 8 edition of the  
Washington Post, results are promising so far, with recent drink-
ing water tests showing low lead levels on track to be compliant 
with EPA regulations.

Paul Hastings was happy to drop the suit without further cost to 
the city, though individual claims by class members for physi-
cal injury will be unaffected. As James Berger noted in the 
same Post article: “The purpose of the litigation was to improve 
the drinking water, and we think that’s happened. We don’t see 
any need to have private litigation that’s going to cost [the city] 
money. We’d rather spend that money on having them improve 
the drinking water.”

Immigration Victory Helps Battered Woman Remain in the United States

Safe Drinking Water Ensured for Washington Residents 

Rendering of the new Washington, DC office, located in the 
Bowen Building on 15th Street, N.W.
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Washington, DC Partner  
Behnam Dayanim received 
the Leadership Recognition 
Award from the Business 
Council of Fairfield County’s 
Security and Crisis Manage-
ment Council (www.sacia.
org) for his role in helping to 
establish the legal framework 
for an online business alert 
system connecting local, state 
and federal government with 
Fairfield County area busi-
nesses. The alert system is a 

program designed to connect businesses and government in 
Fairfield County during a crisis by assisting with the flow of 
information to, from and within the public and private sectors. 
It establishes electronic (online) and other modes of communi-
cation for designated participants. 

“It was a real pleasure to be able to participate in something 
that was both legally novel and socially important,” notes 
Behn. “IT law is not an area one normally associates with  
a pro bono effort, and I am very grateful to have had the 
opportunity to help.” With Danielle Pierce’s assistance,  
Behnam drafted the memorandum of understanding between 
the Business Council and the City of Stamford, and the agree-
ments that will govern participation by private-sector busi-

nesses and “information providers.” Charles Lee accepted the 
award on Behn’s behalf at the meeting.

For over three decades, the Business Council has mobilized 
southwestern Connecticut’s business, political and commu-
nity leadership around issues critical to the region’s viability 

as a business destination. The Business Council’s leadership 
and expertise focuses on the areas of transportation plan-
ning, legislative advocacy, higher education, economic data 
collection and analysis, professional development, business 
leadership and nonprofit capacity building.

Chapters Bookstore Finds  
Pro Bono Representation 

Recently Mark Poerio helped make news in the Washington 
Post with his representation of Chapters (www.chaptersliter-
ary.com), a downtown DC literary bookstore threatened with 
closure if it was unable to convert to a nonprofit organization. 
Mark is advising the owners of the 20-year-old literary land-
mark in a strategy to sell Chapters to a nonprofit foundation 
which would help support the store’s operating costs. Any 
profits made by the store would go to funding artistic and 
literary events in the region. Lisa Brown provided Mark with 
general assistance on the project, while Kurt Schuermann 
and Goody Agahi of Orange County provided securities, 
finance and tax advice. Karol Denniston and Jesse Austin  
also gave Mark invaluable advice.

Business Council of Fairfield Honors Paul Hastings Attorney 

Pro Bono and Community Involve- 
ment Kick-Off Luncheon Welcomes 
Special Guests

This summer, the DC office hosted a Pro Bono and Commu-
nity Involvement Kick-Off Luncheon. Speakers included the 
Honorable Judge Ronna Lee Beck of the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia and Maureen Syracuse and Mark Her-
zog of the DC Bar Pro Bono Program. Judge Beck shared her 
perspective on the importance of volunteer attorneys assisting 
with adoption and guardianship cases in the Family Court, 
while Ms. Syracuse and Mr. Herzog discussed the many pro 
bono opportunities available through the DC Bar Pro Bono 
Program, including the Law Firm Clinic. The luncheon was 
well attended by the office and all recipients received informa-
tional materials for guidance in pro bono matters.

It was a real pleasure to be 
able to participate in some-
thing that was both legally 
novel and socially impor-
tant...IT law is not an area 
one normally associates 
with a pro bono effort.



Your local office representative
For more information, or to get involved in a pro bono project at  
Paul Hastings, please contact any member of the Community & Bar  
Involvement Committee.

The Portal
In the firmwide folder, you will find pro bono approval memos, 
request forms and engagement letters—all downloadable as 
Word documents. Just click on the “Collaboration” tab, choose 
“Committees,” and click on “Pro Bono-CBIC”.

LexisNexis and Westlaw
You may obtain assistance for pro bono research from LexisNexis 
or Westlaw representatives during their office visits. For more  
information, contact your office librarian.

Transperfect Translation Program
This service awards free translation credit for the firm’s pro bono 
work based on the regular work it does for the firm. This credit may 
be used by any attorney in any office. For further information on 
free translation resources that may be available for your pro bono 
case, please contact Dennis Ellis, pro bono representative from Los 
Angeles. Or you can contact Eric Elting, Transperfect’s representa-
tive, at (415) 397-5560 and at eelting@transperfect.com.

Share your story
Drop PBN a line and let us hear about what you are doing in your 
community. Please direct all comments, suggestions or inquiries 
regarding submissions for future issues of Pro Bono News to Chris 
Heiser at chrisheiser@paulhastings.com.

In Atlanta
Walter Jospin 404 815 2203
walterjospin@paulhastings.com

Robert Newcomer 404 815 2270
robertnewcomer@paulhastings.com

In Beijing, Los Angeles or Shanghai
Dennis Ellis 213 683 6264
dennisellis@paulhastings.com

Derek Roth 213 683 6350
derekroth@paulhastings.com

In Hong Kong
Michelle Taylor 852 2867 9057
michelletaylor@paulhastings.com

In London
Donna Goldsworthy 44 20 7710 2044
donnagoldsworthy@paulhastings.com
 
Katie Graham 44 20 7710 2017
katiegraham@paulhastings.com

In Milan
Roberto Cornetta 39 02 30414 000
robertocornetta@paulhastings.com 

In New York
Kenneth Friedman 212 318 6025
kennethfriedman@paulhastings.com

Joshua Sternoff  212 318 6011
joshsternoff@paulhastings.com 
 
Jonathan Tyras 212 318 6662 
jontyras@paulhastings.com 

In Orange County
John Della Grotta 714 668 6210
johndellagrotta@paulhastings.com

Lisa M. LaFourcade 714 668 6203
lisalafourcade@paulhastings.com

In Palo Alto
Thomas S. Wisialowski 650 320 1820
thomaswisialowski@paulhastings.com 

In Paris
Dominique Borde 33 1 42 99 04 04
dominiqueborde@paulhastings.com 
 
Aline Poncelet 33 1 42 99 04 78
alineponcelet@paulhastings.com 

In San Diego
Christian Platt 858 720 2524
christianplatt@paulhastings.com 

In San Francisco
Peter Meier 415 856 7030
petermeier@paulhastings.com

Saidah Grayson 415 856 7050
saidahgrayson@paulhastings.com

In Stamford
Charles T. Lee 203 961 7413
charleslee@paulhastings.com

Dina Tolia Gupta  203 921 2306
dinatoliagupta@paulhastings.com

In Tokyo
Alexander Jampel 81 3 6229 6008
alexanderjampel@paulhastings.com 

Ted Johnson 81 3 6229 6005
tedjohnson@paulhastings.com

In Washington, DC
Barbara Johnson 202 551 1716
barbarajohnson@paulhastings.com 

Raquel Bierzwinsky 202 551 1740
raquelbierzwinsky@paulhastings.com

Please direct general questions to Jeffrey Varga, Vice Chair of the CBIC, at 213 683 6332 or jeffreyvarga@paulhastings.com.
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