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INS Further Expands Special Registration to Certain Male Foreign Nationals
Already Present in the U.S.

INS has given formal notice in the
Federal Register that certain nonim-
migrants from Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia must report to the INS to
enroll in the National Security Entry-
Exit Registration System (NSEERS).
Previously, the INS had required cer-
tain nonimmigrants from Iran, Iraq,
Libya, Sudan, Syria, Afghanistan,
Algeria, Bahrain, Eritrea, Lebanon,
Morocco, North Korea, Oman,
Qatar, Somalia, Tunisia, United
Arab Emirates, and Yemen to spe-
cially register under NSEERS. It is
expected that additional countries will
be added in the coming months.

Starting January 13, 2002, all male
nonimmigrant aliens (except those
with A or G visa classification) from
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia must
report in person to a designated INS
office if they: 1) were born on or
before January 13, 1987; 2) are
nationals or citizens of Pakistan or
Saudi Arabia; 3) were inspected by the
INS and last admitted to the U.S. as
nonimmigrants on or before
September 30, 2002; and 4) will
remain in the U.S. after February 21,
2003. Affected nonimmigrants must
report to the INS between January
13, 2003 and February 21, 2003.

In addition, the special registration
period for certain nonimmigrants
from Afghanistan, Algeria,
Bahrain, Eritrea, Lebanon,
Morocco, North Korea, Oman,
Qatar, Somalia, Tunisia, United
Arab Emirates, and Yemen will
continue until January 10, 2003. This
special registration period, which
began on December 2, 2002, requires

all male nonimmigrant aliens (except
those with A or G visa classification)
from Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain,
Eritrea, Lebanon, Morocco, North
Korea, Oman, Qatar, Somalia,
Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, or
Yemen to report in person to a desig-
nated INS office if they: 1) were born
on or before December 2, 1986; 2)
are nationals or citizens of
Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Eritrea,
Lebanon, Morocco, North Korea,
Oman, Qatar, Somalia, Tunisia,
United Arab Emirates, or Yemen; 3)
were inspected by the INS and were
last admitted to the U.S. as nonimmi-
grants on or before September 30,
2002; and 4) will remain in the United
States at least until January 10, 2003.
Affected nonimmigrants must report
to the INS on or before January 10,
2003.

The special registration period for
certain nonimmigrants from Iran,
Iraq, Libya, Sudan and Syria closed
on December 16, 2002. The INS has
indicated that no extension will be
granted. However, the INS has indi-
cated that it may elect to register non-
immigrants from Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Sudan and Syria who did not timely
register, provided the nonimmigrants
can satisfy the INS that their failure
to register was reasonably excusable
or they did not willfully refuse to reg-
ister. If an affected nonimmigrant
from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Sudan or Syria
did not appear personally before the
INS to register on or before
December 16, 2002, he should con-
tact immigration counsel to discuss
the possibility of late registration.

The special registration program
applies to any alien described above
who is a national or a citizen of a
designated country, notwithstanding
any dual nationality or citizenship. As
a result, a person who satisfies the
criteria listed above and who was
born in a designated country may still
be subject to special registration, even
though he may no longer be a citizen
of that country. Please note, howev-
er, that U.S. permanent residents (i.e.,
“green card” holders), individuals
who last entered as parolees, and
aliens who applied for or were grant-
ed asylum on or before November 22,
2002 are not required to register. The
NSEERS regulations also give the
INS authority to exempt any nonim-
migrant from special registration
requirements and to waive certain
reporting requirements with respect
to affected nonimmigrants.

It is critical that any foreign national
who may arguably be subject to spe-
cial registration consult with immigra-
tion counsel before the expiration of
the applicable time periods noted
above. Individuals who are required
to register will be photographed, fin-
gerprinted and interviewed under
oath by an INS officer. They will also
be required to present certain docu-
mentation, including travel documents
(i.e., passport, I-94 card and any other
government-issued identification) and
proof of residence. In addition, the
INS officer may require that such
individuals present other, unspecified
information. There have also been
reports that the INS is arresting some
individuals who appear for special
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registration in cases where the special
registrant is out of status.

Failure to comply is a federal misde-
meanor (punishable by up to six
months in jail or a $1,000 fine or
both) and a deportable offense.
Moreover, individuals who are spe-
cially registered and who fail to depart
from a designate port will be pre-
sumed to be inadmissible to the
United States in the future.

Like all non-citizens in the U.S., indi-
viduals subject to special registration
must notify the INS of any change of

address within 10 days of moving.
However, individuals subject to spe-
cial registration must utilize a special
form, the AR-11SR. This form can
be accessed from
http://www.ins.usdoj.gov/graph-
ics/formsfee/forms/ar-11sr.htm. A
nonimmigrant who is subject to spe-
cial registration and who fails to noti-
fy the INS on the specially designated
form may be prosecuted, and, if con-
victed, fined not more than $200
and/or imprisoned for up to 30 days,
and may also be deportable.

Additional information regarding the
special registration program may
found on the INS website at
http://www.ins.gov/graphics/lawen-
for/specialreg/index.htm.

The information in this Alert is not intend-
ed to be legal advice.  However, if you
require legal assistance or would like addi-
tional information about immigration mat-
ters, please contact your local Paul Hastings
representative or Daryl Buffenstein at
404-815-2232 or via email at 
darylbuffenstein@paulhastings.com.

Client Alert is published solely for the interest of friends and clients of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP and should in no way be
relied upon or construed as legal advice. For specific information on recent developments or particular factual situations, the opinion of
legal counsel should be sought. Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP is a limited liability partnership.

http://www.ins.usdoj.gov/graphics/formsfee/forms/ar-11sr.htm
http://www.ins.gov/graphics/lawenfor/specialreg/index.htm

