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The State Department has released
information on how to apply for
immigrant visas under the Diversity
Visa (“DV”) “Lottery” Program for
fiscal year 2004. The registration
period begins at noon on October 7,
2002 and continues through noon on
November 6, 2002. Only one appli-
cation per person may be submitted
during the registration period.
Multiple applications will disqualify
the applicant. Applicants will be
selected strictly in random order from
among all those who submit requests
during the registration period.
Successful applicants will be notified
between April and July of 2003.

As in previous years, there are strict
guidelines as to the format and mail-

ing of the applications. Only individ-
uals from designated countries may
apply under the “lottery.”
Furthermore, each applicant must
have at least a high school education
or its equivalent or, within the past
five years, have two years of work
experience in an occupation requiring
at least two years of training or expe-
rience.

While Paul Hastings would be pleased
to assist you in entering the “lottery,”
we believe that the assistance of legal
counsel is not necessary.

For additional information regarding
procedures and requirements for the
“lottery,” you may call the
Department of State at 202-331-7199.

DV information is also available in
the “Visa Bulletin” on the Internet at
http://travel.state.gov or the
Consular Affairs automated fax at
202-647-3000 (code 1103). Calls to
the automated fax service must be
made from a fax machine using the
receiver or voice option of the caller’s
fax equipment.

The information in this Alert is not intend-
ed to be legal advice.  However, if you
require legal assistance or would like addi-
tional information about immigration mat-
ters, please contact your local Paul Hastings
representative or Daryl Buffenstein at
404-815-2232 or via email at 
darylbuffenstein@paulhastings.com.
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