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The Immigration and Naturalization
Service (“INS”) published an interim
regulation on July 31, 2002, which
allows I-140 immigrant visa petitions
to be filed concurrently with I-485
adjustment of status applications.
INS is hopeful that this new rule will
help reduce delays in the permanent
residence process. Previously, an
individual could not file an adjust-
ment of status application until the
immigrant visa petition had been
approved. The interim regulation
applies to individuals who are pursu-
ing their green cards in the employ-
ment-based first, second, and third
preference categories and only applies
when immigrant visas are immediately
available. The rule also allows for fil-
ing applications for employment
authorization and advance parole
(travel document) with I-485 applica-
tions.

This regulation, the adoption of
which has been a priority for the
American Immigration Lawyers
Association for the past several years,
became effective yesterday, July 31,
2002. The regulation applies retroac-
tively to beneficiaries of pending 
I-140 petitions, who will also now be
allowed to submit I-485 applications

prior to approval of the pending 
I-140 petitions. The applicable I-140
receipt notice should be attached to
the I-485 documentation.

We will continue to monitor the
impact that this new rule will have on
INS processing times for adjudicating
applications, and we will alert clients
to developments regarding this issue.

New Form DS-158 Required for
all F, M, and J Visa Applicants
Effective July 25, 2002, the State
Department will now require that all
F, M, and J visa applicants complete a
new application form, DS-158,
“Contact Information and Work
History for Nonimmigrant Visa
Applicant.” Visa applicants in these
categories will be required to submit
the new application form, along with
Forms DS-156 and DS-157 (for male
applicants ages 16-45), when making
visa applications at U.S. Embassies
abroad.

Justice Dept. Again Reaffirms
Requirement For All Aliens to
Notify INS of Change of
Address
As mentioned in our prior alert, cur-
rent legislation requires that all aliens

notify the INS of changes in address
by filing Form AR-11 with the INS
within ten (10) days of such change
of address occurring. Although this
requirement has rarely been enforced
over the past two decades, the Justice
Department has again reiterated its
intent now to enforce this require-
ment. Failure to provide a change of
address or other required information
could result in fines, imprisonment, or
removal from the United States.

Form AR-11 may be downloaded at
http://www.ins.gov/graphics/forms-
fee/forms/files/ar-11.pdf. Also note
that the INS is expected now to
enforce a little used provision requir-
ing all aliens to carry and have in
their possession their immigration
documents, e.g. I-94 card or alien reg-
istration card (“green card”).

The information in this Alert is not intend-
ed to be legal advice.  However, if you
require legal assistance or would like addi-
tional information about immigration mat-
ters, please contact your local Paul Hastings
representative or Daryl Buffenstein at
404-815-2232 or via email at 
darylbuffenstein@paulhastings.com.
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