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Patent Law Reform Bills Introduced in Congress 
BY BRUCE WEXLER & ISAAC S. ASHKENAZI 

Legislation to reform the patent laws was introduced in 
Congress on March 3rd. Bicameral, bipartisan legislation 
was introduced by Senators Patrick Leahy (D-Vermont) 
and Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) in the Senate, and by 
Representatives John Conyers (D-Michigan) and Lamar 
Smith (R-Texas) in the House. The Leahy-Hatch Patent 
Reform Act is cosponsored by Senators Chuck Schumer 
(D-New York), Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-Rhode Island), James Risch (R-Idaho), 
and Kirsten Gillibrand (D-New York). 

We have obtained copies of the bills introduced in the 
Senate and House (which are essentially the same), a 
section-by-section analysis of the Senate bill, and a 
press release from Washington, which can be accessed 
using the following links. To read the press release, 
click here. To read the section by section analysis of the 
Senate bill, click here. To view the proposed Senate bill, 

click here and to view the proposed House bill, click 
here. These links should be a convenient resource for 
an overview and summary of the bills, and a 
comprehensive statement of their provisions.   

The Senate Judiciary Committee is scheduled to hold a 
hearing on “Patent Reform in the 111th Congress:  
Legislation and Recent Court Decisions” on Tuesday, 
March 10.  The hearing will be webcast live online at 
http://judiciary.senate.gov/. 

It is our understanding that these bills are a starting 
point for further discussion and negotiations on the 
issue of patent law reform. In that connection, we note 
that the current versions of the bills do not include 
provisions on the issue of inequitable conduct, but it is 
our understanding that this issue continues to be 
discussed and may be incorporated into future revisions 
to the bills. 

   

If you have questions regarding these bills or the issue of patent law reform, we would be pleased to discuss 
the matter.  Please do not hesitate to contact: 

New York 

Bruce Wexler 
212-318-6020 
brucewexler@paulhastings.com
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