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In light of the recent economic downturn, it is more
important than ever that we intensify our pro bono efforts.
Over the last three years, Paul Hastings lawyers have
contributed more than 100,000 hours of pro bono service -
an accomplishment that we can all be proud of. From
protecting the environment through firm-wide sustainability
initiatives to continued participation in the Law Firm Pro Bono
Challenge, there are a variety of ways in which we can each
make a difference in our local communities and throughout
the world.

 

Chair's Corner
Barbara L. Johnson
Chair, Pro Bono and Community
Employment Law Partner

The deteriorating economic conjuncture, challenging even
the best businesses, is devastating the needy throughout
the world. In this unstable environment, Paul Hastings
attorneys must remain committed to serve those unable to
afford legal representation. As we adhere to the Law Firm
Pro Bono Challenge, I encourage the participation of every
attorney in pro bono activities.

The Pro Bono Challenge sets a clear goal for every attorney
to achieve with the ultimate objective of making Paul
Hastings an exemplary leader in its service to the
community. Challenges remain. We are striving to get
every attorney to participate in the pro bono program. Our
goal is not only to meet the Pro Bono Challenge, but to
exceed it. Ultimately, we would like to have 70% of our
attorneys billing 70 pro bono hours per year, a small
number of hours when we look at the needs of the
underserved.
http://www.probonoinst.org/challenge.php

Paul Hastings is also at the forefront on global efforts to
protect the environment. The Firm has established a Green
Committee to lead our firm-wide initiative to develop a
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consistent set of policies on sustainability and similar
environmentally beneficial practices. In addition, we have
formed the Sustainability and Climate Change Practice
Group that brings together existing practices and client
counseling on important global environmental issues.

The Firm’s track record of helping the underserved has
improved. Last year, more than three-fourths of all Paul
Hastings attorneys provided pro bono services, and more
than forty percent logged 20 hours or more of pro bono
work. In addition, we have more of our attorneys
supporting pro bono clients this year than ever before in
our history.

Although we can be proud of our accomplishments in the
areas of pro bono and community involvement, so much
more is needed of each of us when we consider the needs of
the underserved. As we approach this holiday season, I
encourage each of you to reflect on the blessings you enjoy,
even in these uncertain economic times, and consider ways
to help those that are less fortunate. We hope that you will
enjoy reading Pro Bono News and learning more about our
pro bono and community involvement activities around the
world.
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email and delete this message and any attachments. You have received this email because you are on the firm's
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Atlanta

Attorneys Respond to Sewage Flood Victim
After a pro bono client suffered severe sewage flooding twice
within a 12-hour period in April, Paul Hastings’ Atlanta
attorneys quickly stepped in to help. Emily Shoemaker and
Keith Kodosky took the pro bono client’s case and went to
work to try to minimize her losses. Because of the flooding
and the smell of the sewage, many of the client’s belongings
were damaged and her family had to be relocated.
Shoemaker and Kodosky sent a demand letter on behalf of
their client and were able to resolve the matter with a
settlement payment.

Shanghai Attorneys Partner with Atlanta Office to Aid
Children of China Pediatrics Foundation
Representatives of the Atlanta and Shanghai offices of Paul
Hastings worked collaboratively to support the Children of
China Pediatrics Foundation (CCPF) and Gena Palumbo,
CCPF founder and president. In an ongoing effort to provide
fellowship opportunities for Chinese physicians at the elite
Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital of New
York-Presbyterian, Columbia University Medical Center, Paul
Hastings attorneys supported the Visiting Scholar Program
for the children’s hospital, internationally recognized for its
comprehensive clinical services and surgical and emergency
care.

The Atlanta Immigration team and Lesli Ligorner and Sherry
Qian of the Shanghai office worked to facilitate the transfer
of four Chinese pediatricians and surgeons to the New York
teaching hospital. This training will enable them to expand
the medical treatment, clinical research and surgical
techniques used to treat children afflicted with disabilities
and deformities in orphanages across China. The CCPF has
completed more than nine medical missions to China,
providing hands-on demonstrations of the latest surgical
techniques, medical care and recovery practices for local
Chinese surgeons.

With the assistance of Paul Hastings attorneys in both the
U.S. and China, the Visiting Scholar Program continues to
expand this incredible clinical training by opening the doors
of highly specialized U.S. pediatric surgical practices.

Attorneys Assist Senior Citizen Living in Low-Income
Housing
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Pictured above: Hank Aaron and Keith Kodosky at the
S. Phillip Heiner award luncheon given by the Atlanta
Volunteer Lawyers Foundation

When an elderly pro bono client lost many of her personal
belongings as a result of a malfunctioning sprinkler system
in January, Paul Hastings Atlanta attorneys came to the
rescue. Keith Kodosky and summer associate Tameka Phillips
took over the case from the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers
Foundation on behalf of the client, who was living in a
low-income apartment for senior citizens.

The client’s landlord denied liability because of a lease
provision that stated the tenant had the responsibility to
maintain insurance. Kodosky and Phillips sent a demand
letter and a draft complaint on behalf of their client. After
negotiations, Kodosky and Phillips were able to resolve the
matter to their client’s satisfaction through a settlement
payment of $2,000.

Noelle Lagueux-Alvarez led an organized Election Protection
effort that established the tracking of all Election Protection
involvement of attorneys in the Atlanta office. A total of 34
volunteers was recorded. Noelle is a member of The Atlanta
Pro Bono & Community Affairs Committee, along with Walter
Jospin, Keith Kodosky, Candice Wilson, and Darcy White.

If you wish to be removed from this list, or if you have received this transmission in error, please notify us by reply
email and delete this message and any attachments. You have received this email because you are on the firm's
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Pro Bono Team Helps Arts Organization Register in
China
Members of the Beijing office are working with non-profit
organization Hua Dan to become registered in China. Hua
Dan enables personal, social and economic empowerment to
China’s migrant workers through participation in and
leadership of inspirational arts-based projects. The
organization’s objectives include training migrant workers to
be professional arts practitioners, project managers and
branch leaders of Hua Dan, lifting them out of poverty and
enabling them to participate equally in mainstream
society. The Beijing team is working to establish Hua Dan "to
be one of the leading Chinese social enterprises to have a
scalable model in emerging economies around the world."

Paul Hastings team members David Livdahl, Matthew Erie,
Jolin Song, Jacelyn Khoo and Henry Li are discussing the
legal structures for Hua Dan to get the organization
registered in China. The project will come to fruition by
December 31, 2008.

If you wish to be removed from this list, or if you have received this transmission in error, please notify us by reply
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Hong Kong

Firm Sponsors 2008 Asia-Pacific Little League
Tournament

Pictured above (far left): Neil Torpey (partner) at the
opening

Paul Hastings Hong Kong sponsored the 2008 Asia-Pacific
Little League tournament that took place at the Hong Kong
Disneyland Resort. The popular tournament brings together
Little League teams from across the Asia-Pacific region to
compete for a place in the Little League World Series in
Williamsport, Pennsylvania.

Twelve teams took part in the five-day tournament, with the
Southern Guam team narrowly beating Hong Kong in the
championship game to win the title and advance to the Little
League World Series. In the World Series, the Southern
Guam team placed third in Pool C, losing to the Caribbean
team and eventual Championship Game finalist, Mexico.

Paul Hastings was delighted to be involved in the
tournament, which was a resounding success. It gave youth
participants a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to play against
teams from other countries for a spot in the Little League
World Series.
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Site of 2008 Asia-Pacific Little League Tournament
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London

Office Coordinator Receives 2008 LawWorks Pro Bono
Award
Paul Hastings London pro bono coordinator Donna
Goldsworthy was recognized in June at the prestigious
LawWorks Pro Bono Awards 2008 presentation. Goldsworthy
was one of four honored with the United Kingdom’s “Best
Contribution by an Individual” award. LawWorks is an
independent charity that supports, promotes and encourages
commitment to pro bono activities across the solicitors’
profession in the United Kingdom.

Local Charities Benefit from London Pro Bono Efforts
The London office continues to undertake a wide range of
pro bono work, raising the profile of the firm and the London
office within this global business center. Recent pro bono
projects that London attorneys and team members have
supported include:

Basingstoke and Alton Cardiac Rehabilitation
Centre (BACRC) – Donna Goldsworthy and Miranda
Thomas provided advice to BACRC in connection with a
dispute with its landlord in relation to a repairing
covenant in the lease for its current premises. BACRC
is a charity that provides cardiac rehabilitation support
for people who have been diagnosed with heart
disease. BACRC also provides and maintains a Cardiac
Rehabilitation Unit that provides education and
assistance with recovery for cardiac patients.

The Broxtowe Women's Project (BWP) – Chris
Bracebridge provided advice to BWP regarding a
potential transfer of employees and in relation to its
existing employment documentation. BWP is a charity
that provides information and support service to local
women who are experiencing or have experienced
domestic violence.

Community Action and Support Against Crime
(CASAC) – Donna Goldsworthy and Miranda Thomas
are advising CASAC in connection with a dispute with
an IT supplier. CASAC is a registered charity dedicated
to reducing crime within the community by working
with local residents, law enforcement and other
statutory agencies to improve community safety.

Community Focus – Sean Magee, Kate McCaffrey and
Miranda Thomas have been advising Community Focus
in relation to a dispute with the landlord of its current
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premises regarding a rent review. Community Focus is
an arts centre in North London that works with
members of the community dealing with learning
difficulties and physical, sensory, mental or social
challenges.

Domestic Violence Intervention Project (DVIP) –
Donna Goldsworthy, Peter Orlic, Kate McCaffrey and
Miranda Thomas provided advice to DVIP, which
enabled the organization to secure new lease terms,
permitting it to stay in its current location. DVIP is a
groundbreaking voluntary sector project and registered
charity. Its main aim is to increase the safety of
women and children who experience domestic
violence.

The Friends of Bromley Youth Orchestra (Friends)
– Chris Bracebridge and Anna Sanford provided advice
to Friends regarding the potential employment and tax
status of certain individuals. Friends is a charity that
supports the orchestra and its hundreds of members in
its musical activities.

Owmby Cricket Club (OCC) – Donna Goldsworthy,
Miranda Thomas and Kate McCaffrey are providing
ongoing advice to OCC in relation to a dispute
regarding its entitlement to remain on its current
cricket ground that it has occupied for more than 100
years. OCC is a community cricket club and not for
profit organization. It provides cricket activities and
sports facilities for children and families within the
community.

Rape and Sexual Abuse Centre, Croydon – James
Thomson and Kate McCaffrey are advising the Rape
and Sexual Abuse Centre in relation to a lease renewal
in respect of its current business premises. James and
Kate are assisting the Rape and Sexual Abuse Centre
in resisting the Landlord's attempts to terminate its
business tenancy.
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Paul Hastings Attorney Appointed to L.A. County
Superior Court

Pictured above: Maria Audero (third from left)

Maria A. Audero has been appointed on a pro bono basis as a
Temporary Judge for the Los Angeles County Superior Court.
Temporary Judges serve at the discretion of the Presiding
Judge for a term of three years. In her capacity as
Temporary Judge, Maria presides over traffic arraignments,
traffic trials and small claims trials in courts throughout Los
Angeles County. Pictured above, Audero is receiving a
recognition award for her pro bono contributions to the
Temporary Judge program.

Paul Hastings Attorneys Work for Equal
Representation in 2010 U.S. Census
In an effort to collect more accurate U.S. Census data, Jeff
Haber, Hunter Jackson and Lyn Diaz represented The
Williams Institute at the UCLA School of Law in connection
with a research project involving the Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA) and the 2010 Census.

The Census Bureau has issued guidance interpreting DOMA
as preventing it from measuring lesbian/gay households in
various respects. Among the problematic Census Bureau
policies that impede research on lesbian/gay families is a
refusal to count lesbian/gay couples who have legally
married as “married;” the exclusion of households with
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unmarried partners from any computations that delineate
"families" and the refusal to develop a question that would
count the number of couples who are formally registered
with a state government agency in a quasi-marital status
(civil union or some state domestic partner systems).

Paul Hastings prepared a legal memorandum analyzing the
Census Bureau’s claim that it has no discretion under DOMA
to alter its data measurement policies and the impact of
having no Census Bureau data that accurately counts
lesbian/gay families for state government activities relating
to data analysis, funding, service provision and other
programs.

Attorneys Help End Persecution for Kenyan Family
Seeking Asylum
When Public Counsel published its list of the Top 10 most
pressing issues, one of them caught the eye of the Paul
Hastings office in Los Angeles. Public Counsel is a key pro
bono relationship for the Los Angeles office, so pro bono
coordinator James Gilliam was eager to tackle a case that
was particularly gripping.

The case that the Paul Hastings team took on was an asylum
case involving a family of four living in Kenya under
shocking conditions. The family was being persecuted in
unspeakable ways with no assistance from local authorities.
Gilliam recruited a strong team that consisted of Nick
Begakis, Lyn Diaz, Melanie Full and Patti Rhoads.

Each Paul Hastings team member spent a great deal of time
conducting research and interviews, attending hearings and
preparing briefs and other necessary documentation. The
asylum case did not follow the typical fact pattern and the
team had to create unique arguments as to why this family
should be granted asylum.
 
The Paul Hastings team met every challenge that they faced
and the result was a resounding victory for the Kenyan
family. The family, consisting of a husband, wife and two
minor children, was granted asylee status. After one year
they will be eligible to apply for permanent legal resident
status.

Firm Supports AIDS Project Los Angeles
Jeff Haber, Hunter Jackson, Cameron Fox, Melinda Gordon
and Ryan Derry continue to provide representation and
counseling to AIDS Project Los Angeles (APLA) in the areas
of employment, real estate and general day-to-day legal
matters.

Most recently, Paul Hastings advised APLA regarding its
integration and assumption of the staff, leases and contracts
formerly held by Antelope Valley Hope Foundation in
Lancaster, California. In addition, the firm is also providing
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ongoing counseling and analysis for APLA as it navigates
California's process for the awarding of state contracts so
that it can operate a new health and wellness clinic in South
Los Angeles.
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Major Pro Bono Effort Helps Revitalize Intrepid Sea,
Air & Space Museum
The Paul Hastings New York office has been representing the
Intrepid Museum Foundation, operator of the Air & Space
Museum for several years, in connection with all matters
related to the revitalization of the Museum in preparation for
its grand re-opening in November.

Pro Bono work includes the review and negotiation of
contracts for the technological and aesthetic upgrades to
existing exhibits and attractions, the design and installation
of new exhibits and attractions, and the securing of vendor
services to support the Museum’s activities. This also
includes providing guidance with respect to the day-to-day
operations of the Museum, as well as its strategic planning
so that it remains one of the preeminent historical venues in
the United States. Marty Edelman, Robert Wertheimer,
Michael DiOrio, Ronny Kreismann, Ilan Lerman, Nathalia
Young, Leslie Rosen, Alexandra Hakim, Daniel Mizrahi, Jen
Bartle and Phara Serle are among the attorneys assisting
the Museum.

Attorneys Assist Foreign Nationals Who Are Fighting
Domestic Abuse
Through a partnership with Sanctuary for Families, a New
York based organization that addresses the needs of victims
of domestic violence and their families, the New York office
has assisted 18 foreign national clients and their family
members in applying for lawful immigration status in the
United States by filing “U” petitions. The U non-immigrant
category is a remedy for foreign nationals who have been
helpful with the investigation or prosecution of certain
crimes committed against them, and who have suffered
substantial physical or emotional harm as a result.

The partnership began in February, and the first U petitions
were submitted in mid-April. Because the program was such
a tremendous success, attorneys and paralegals partnered
with summer associates for a second round of U petitions.
Many attorneys and paralegals participated in this effort,
which was coordinated by Daniel Blaser and Eunice Kim.

Participants are: Vincent Pace, Rosetta Kromer, Angelique
Crain, Ingrid Fuentes, Asti Rosario, Brian Low, Amy Curry,
Smriti Nakhasi, Rebecca Borowitz, Leslie Rosen, Robert
Wertheimer, Alexandra Hakim, Laura Karvosky, Maria
Popkovacheva, Rebecca Cambreleng, Cristina Jarero-
Penichet, Elvita Dominique, Alexas Saba, Chen Zhu, Edith
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Lopez and Meegan Motisi.

Summer associates participating in the program were Daniel
Whittal, Regan Kirk, Justin Lacour, Jessica Gonzalez, Doreen
Xia, Becca Raiser, Katie Zlock, Julia Lapitskaya, Robert
Walker, Luke Appling, Tim Farrell, Sarah Burrows and Roy
Ben-Dor.

Paul Hastings Attorneys Represent Mexican National
Accused of Attempted Murder
Paul Hastings is challenging the conviction of a pro bono
client who was sentenced to 23 years to life for kidnapping,
attempted murder and arson in New York. Sara Chouraqui
and Anat Grosfeld received this case from the New York
State Defenders Association. The client is a 46-year-old
Mexican national and mother of three who is currently
incarcerated at the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility.

Our client’s troubles began when her physically abusive
husband stole her life savings and abandoned her and their
infant son. In an attempt to locate her husband and recover
the stolen money, her stepfather plotted to abduct the
husband’s sister as leverage. Her stepfather and his two
accomplices pled guilty to various crimes and received
sentences ranging from 6 to 10 years. She rejected a plea
offer of three and a half years (much of it already served)
and proceeded to trial.

The Paul Hastings team is alleging that our client did not
receive a fair trial for several reasons. First, an inculpatory
statement written in English was admitted at her trial
despite the fact that she neither speaks nor writes English.
Further, she was not properly given her Miranda warnings
and was deprived of her right as a Mexican national to
contact the Mexican Consulate. Our client’s trial attorney,
who was later indicted for certain crimes, failed to challenge
clear violations of her constitutional rights at both the trial
and appellate levels.

Based on these and other issues, the team filed a motion on
her behalf to vacate the judgment against her in Bronx
Supreme Court. In December 2007, the court denied this
motion. The team was subsequently granted leave to appeal
to the Supreme Court Appellate Division, First Department,
and it is currently scheduled for the November term. Leave
is also being filed to appeal the denial of the motion for a
new appeal or new trial to the New York Court of Appeals.
The Paul Hastings team has also been in contact with the
Mexican Consulate to determine if it may be able to provide
any assistance.

The Paul Hastings attorneys, summer associates and staff
who have worked on this case are Richard Schoenstein, Sara
Chouraqui, Margarita Wallach, Anat Grosfeld, Brendan
Goodhouse, Mor Wetzler, Jonathan Choa, Justin Goggins,
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Ted Kittila, Gerd Alexander, Christine Coletta, Daren
Garshelis, Victoria Lai, Charlene Sun, Shelly Schaaf, Ben
Turshen, Michael Watson, Ravi Pillay, Nathan Schacht,
Eunice G. Kim, Adam McGovern, Elizabeth Mosher, Amanda
B. Vrecenak, Rosetta Kromer and Edith Lopez.

Paul Hastings Attorney Aids Sanctuary for Families
Client; Named Agency’s Top Associate
As a result of the tireless efforts of Alison Kirshner, a woman
was able to get her life and children back. In May, Kirshner
won a very significant case for one of Paul Hastings’ pro
bono clients referred by the Sanctuary for Families in
immigration court. The client was a victim of sex-trafficking
and domestic violence and had been persuaded by her
boyfriend to leave Venezuela for the United States.

Upon her arrival here, she was forced into prostitution. She
subsequently escaped her situation and married, but then
suffered severe physical and mental abuse at the hands of
her husband, a U.S. citizen. When she fled to a domestic
violence shelter with her two young daughters, her abusive
husband accused her of kidnapping. When she went to court
for an order of protection, her children were taken from her.

The family court judge told her she could not have her
children because she was a criminal and an illegal
immigrant. At the same time, the client was involved in
removal proceedings in immigration court. When she was
referred to Sanctuary for Families, she said she had no hope
left.

Kirshner began working on this case in early 2005 while at
another firm, and with the help of Erika Collins, she was able
to bring the case to Paul Hastings. We sought cancellation of
the removal action through use of the Violence Against
Women Act.

Kirshner represented the client in immigration court, where
she made an opening statement, moved for the admission of
documents and affidavits into evidence and conducted a
direct examination of the client. The court granted the
application and the client now has permanent resident status
and custody of her two daughters.

In recognition for her work on this case, Kirshner has
received the Associates Award from Sanctuary for Families
and will be honored in a ceremony on October 27, 2008.

Attorneys Represent Mistreated Ugandan Woman
Seeking Asylum
Danielle White, Lisa Willis, Michele McGlyn and Brian Moran
of the Paul Hastings New York office have devoted a great
deal of time and effort to an asylum case involving a
Ugandan woman who has been severely mistreated.
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The woman is seeking asylum in the United States. While
her asylum proceeding was pending, she was being detained
at the Elizabeth Detention Center in New Jersey. While at
the detention center, she was raped by one of the guards.
The guard had a history of disciplinary problems at the
facility, as well as a history of domestic violence. He pled
guilty to the crime and was imprisoned.

The Paul Hastings New York team is now pursuing a civil
action on behalf of a pro bono client against the Corrections
Corporation of America in New Jersey state court, alleging
that CCA was negligent in hiring, retaining and supervising
the guard during his tenure at the EDC facility. Since
accepting the case on behalf of the woman in December
2007, the team has been actively engaged in discovery and
has deposed all of the main fact witnesses and is now in the
expert discovery phase. The case is expected to be set for
trial in early 2009.

Paul Hastings Duo Assist Transgendered Woman With
Marital Case
Brian Moran and Robin Arzon represented a transgendered
woman in a marital action, acting as co-counsel with
Sanctuary for Families. Our client sought to have a
separation agreement set aside so that she could receive an
equitable distribution of the marital assets. In addition to
court filings and court appearances over a six-month period,
Arzon handled a full-day hearing, complete with an opening,
examination of witnesses and closing, on the issue of the
validity of the separation agreement at a hearing before a
Special Referee in New York's Supreme Court.

Paul Hastings Duo in New York Helps Those Who Help
Unwanted Animals
Rita Srivastava and Alison Kirshner have been working with
the New York City Center for Animal Care & Control (CACC),
which was established in 1995 as a not-for-profit charitable
animal welfare organization for the purpose of providing
animal care and control services to the residents of New York
City. 

Srivastava and Kirshner are currently working with CACC to
update its employee handbook. The employee handbook
covers CACC’s employment practices and also addresses
various personnel policies, anti-discrimination policies and
equal employment policies for the organization's unionized
and non-unionized workforce.

In the upcoming months, Srivastava and Kirshner will
conduct sexual harassment and diversity training for CACC
employees and complete the employee handbook update.
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Orange County

 

Attorney Named Pro Bono Lawyer
of the Year
Abigail Lloyd

As a result of her 18 pro bono cases in 2007, Paul Hastings
Orange County associate Abigail Lloyd was named the
Orange County Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year.

Although she has been with Paul Hastings for less than two
years, Lloyd has dedicated a lot of time to helping the less
fortunate. Of her 2,200 hours as a litigation association last
year, approximately 220 were dedicated to the homeless and
a variety of other non-paying clients.

Why does she do it? Her parents, both lawyers, have always
encouraged Lloyd to help others. Both of her parents set
aside time in their practices for pro bono work. In addition to
her hours of litigation work last year, Lloyd volunteers with a
children’s AIDS camp in Southern California.

Firm Hosts Public Law Center Training
The Orange County office of Paul Hastings hosted training by
the Public Law Center in June on how to take and
successfully handle guardianship-of-the-person cases. About
30 associates and summer associates attended the training.
Subsequently, several Orange County associates and
summer associates took on guardianship cases for the Public
Law Center, helping low-income Orange County families in
need.

Brenna Kantrovitz worked with summer associate
Stephanie Lam on a guardianship petition for the
grandmother of two boys both under the age of eight.
The hearing date is scheduled for October and the
hope is to obtain the guardianship. A visitation
agreement is also a goal so that the boys will still be
able to see their mother regularly as she tries to get
her life back on track.

Abigail Lloyd worked with summer associate Tina
Ashtiani on a guardianship petition for the maternal
grandparents of a five-year-old boy being raised by
them after his parents were both killed in gun violence
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in Mexico. The hearing date is scheduled for October.

Panteha Abdollahi worked with summer associate Ben
Cutchshaw on a guardianship petition that has now
turned into an adoption case. The adoption petition is
being brought on behalf of a paternal aunt who has
had custody of her niece (now eight years old) since
she was born. The parents, both living out of state,
have consented to the adoption. Both the aunt and her
niece are excited about finalizing the adoption.

Offices Team Up to Assist Canyon Acres Children and
Family Services
Several attorneys from the Orange County and Los Angeles
offices teamed up to assist and counsel Canyon Acres
Children and Family Services in its acquisition by merger of
Family Solutions, Inc.

Canyon Acres provides homes, care, treatment and
supportive services for abused, neglected and emotionally
troubled children and their families throughout Southern
California. The merger will allow Canyon Acres to reach an
even greater number of distressed children and families in
the Southern California area and will substantially increase
the continuum of services currently being offered by Canyon
Acres. In particular, Canyon Acres will be able to offer
adoption services for the first time. What was once a home
for 12 young children has grown to be a model child welfare
agency providing care and mental health services for several
hundred children each day. The firm guided Canyon Acres
through the evaluation and execution of the merger with
Family Solutions.

Alexander Lee, a partner in our Los Angeles Office, together
with Orange County Associates Jason Rednour, James
Herriott and Robert Stevenson helped negotiate the merger,
review corporate diligence and draft the definitive
agreements. Summer associates Ben Cutchshaw and Ryan
Fawaz joined the team in drafting and reviewing the
operative documents. Orange County Associate Julie Schisler
assisted with evaluating and addressing various employment
issues related to the merger.

The firm has a long history of providing counsel to Canyon
Acres. Julie Schisler currently serves on Canyon Acre’s board
of directors, succeeding to the seat previously held by firm
partners William Simpson and Alexander Lee, and senior
counsel Janet Davidson.

Attorneys, Summer Associates Reach Out
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Pictured above (from left to right): Ben Cutchshaw
(summer associate), Christian Robinson (summer
associate), Stephanie Lam (summer associate), Brenna
Kantrovitz (associate), Kim Kepler (associate), Aref Afsari
(associate), Nasym Korloo (associate), Carolyn Deverich
(associate), Serina Gallegos (Administrative Coordinator),
Katey Dies (ARD), Lindsay Sparks (associate)

On Friday, June 20, five summer associates and several
attorneys put their carpentry skills to work as they assisted
Habitat for Humanity with a project in Anaheim. Despite the
heat, the group worked tirelessly to paint and caulk the roof
of their assigned house. The project indeed gave the
associates and attorneys a great opportunity to spend the
day getting to know one another better. However, just as
importantly, through their teamwork they were able to give
back to the community as well. With a quick break for
Subway sandwiches the group got back in their tool belts
and returned to their assigned house to continue the build.
Habitat for Humanity partners with businesses to help build
decent homes for qualified families and assist in ending
substandard housing.

For more information on how you can help, visit
www.habitat.org to find an affiliate near you.

Breast Cancer Wine Stomp at Strawberry Fields
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Pictured above (from left to right): Kathy Bell (associate),
Gabe Steffens (husband of Kathy Bell), Lindsay Sparks
(associate), Chad Sparks (husband of Lindsay Sparks),
Roland Soohoo (husband of Peggy Fu), Chris Manderson
(associate), Peggy Fu (associate)

The team at the Breast Health Awareness event did a
magnificent job last month. It placed second overall in the
final round, losing by 0.2 pounds of juice, but playing fair
and weighing only juice, not skins, stems or stones.  Chris
Manderson, Gabe Steffens and Chad Sparks smashed the
grapes, and Peggy Fu and Roland, Lindsay, Muff, Kathy Bell,
and Pete Tennyson helped decant the barrel, keep the juice
flowing (that was largely due to Chad's superior skills!) and
cheered the Stompers on.  A good time was had by all, but
more importantly, this important effort was supported. If
detected early, we were reminded, breast cancer is 95%
curable; and several accounts were given of the benefits of
screening and early treatment. Thanks to everyone who
supported the event.

If you wish to be removed from this list, or if you have received this transmission in error, please notify us by reply
email and delete this message and any attachments. You have received this email because you are on the firm's
e-distribution list. This message is sent by a law firm and may contain information that is privileged or confidential.
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: As required by U.S. Treasury Regulations governing tax practice, you are hereby
advised that any written tax advice contained herein was not written or intended to be used (and cannot be used)
by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code.
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Pro Bono Team Assists the Legal Aid Society of San
Mateo County
Paul Hastings team members from Palo Alto were recently
recognized for their outstanding efforts on behalf of the
Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County. Paul Hastings
attorneys devoting significant time to the Domestic Violence
Clinic, the Low-Income Housing and Discrimination Clinic and
the Guardianship Clinic were Shanee Nelson, Sarju Naran,
Shannon Pierce, Keren Hu and Emilie Smith. The Legal Aid
Society of San Mateo County is a non-profit organization
that provides civil legal services to low-income families,
senior citizens, persons with disabilities and domestic
violence survivors. The organization has been helping
disadvantaged people improve their lives through equal
access to justice for 50 years.

Attorneys Lead Efforts to Assist the Silicon Valley
Leadership Group
Members from the Palo Alto office have been providing
corporate tax and ballot measure advice and a number of
other legal services to the Board of the Silicon Valley
Leadership Group (SVLG) on a pro bono basis. Paul Hastings
members Scott Joachim and Robert Matz have been heading
up the firm’s efforts to help provide direction to SVLG’s
programs on solar and green energy initiatives as well as the
Silicon Valley transportation and infrastructure reform. The
SVLG is comprised of CEOs and principal officers from every
major company in Silicon Valley, as well as local, regional,
state and federal government officials.

Attorneys File Habeas Appeal for Woman in a
California State Prison
Palo Alto attorneys Shanee Nelson and Ron Lemieux, along
with paralegal Sari Ellovich, have agreed to file a habeas
appeal for a woman in a California state prison. The woman
was denied the opportunity to present expert testimony and
other evidence at trial regarding the physical and
psychological abuse she suffered at the hands of the
homicide victim. This appeal is being handled in conjunction
with attorneys from the California Habeas Project in San
Francisco, an organization dedicated to assisting women
incarcerated for striking back at abusive parents or spouses.

If you wish to be removed from this list, or if you have received this transmission in error, please notify us by reply
email and delete this message and any attachments. You have received this email because you are on the firm's
e-distribution list. This message is sent by a law firm and may contain information that is privileged or confidential.
IRS Circular 230 Disclosure: As required by U.S. Treasury Regulations governing tax practice, you are hereby
advised that any written tax advice contained herein was not written or intended to be used (and cannot be used)
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Paul Hastings Team Assists San Diego Wildfire Victim
Imagine losing your home to a wildfire and facing the
challenge of picking up the pieces and moving forward. As if
that would not be difficult enough, try adding to that being
taken advantage of by a contractor.

As part of the San Diego office’s pro bono efforts, Christian
Platt and Erika Jacobs assisted a victim of the San Diego
wildfires that destroyed hundreds of homes and countless
acres of property. After their client lost her home and all of
her possessions, a contractor tried to charge her double the
normal rate for rebuilding her home. He threatened to file a
lien on their client’s property until she paid him the
exorbitant fees.

Platt and Jacobs helped their client fight the contractor and
recorded various legal documents to restrict his ability to put
a lien on her property. As a result of their volunteer efforts,
the Paul Hastings team’s client was able to protect herself
from any further actions by the unethical contractor and is
presently rebuilding her house.

Holocaust Survivors Represented by San Diego
Professionals
The German government estimates that there are at least
50,000 Holocaust survivors alive today who may qualify for
newly authorized reparations funds, with approximately
20,000 of those survivors living in the United States. The
San Diego office of Paul Hastings is participating in a pro
bono effort dedicated to providing legal assistance to
Holocaust survivors in the San Diego area. The San Diego
pro bono team includes attorneys, paralegals and summer
associates from Paul Hastings.

In conjunction with several other law firms in San Diego, the
Paul Hastings team has taken on the job of helping
Holocaust survivors apply for compensation under a new
Ghetto Work Payment Program. Established by an executive
order of the German federal government issued on Oct. 1,
2007, the program grants a one-time payment of 2,000
Euros (about $2,700) to survivors who worked “voluntarily”
in a ghetto under German control. To date, the Paul Hastings
team has provided legal assistance to more than 20 San
Diego-area survivors in just four weeks and expects to serve
many more over the next several months.

The San Diego professionals and other pro bono law firm
volunteers help the survivors to complete applications and
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declarations required by the German authorities. Each claim
takes two to three hours to fill out by volunteers associated
with the program. The Paul Hastings team, along with other
law firms, sponsors day-long clinics dedicated to guiding
survivors through the lengthy application process.

Many of the survivors eligible for the application process are
physically unable to attend a clinic. In these situations, our
attorneys, paralegals and summer associates have
performed “in-home” application interviews. This process
involves bringing the necessary personnel (a legal
professional and a notary) and equipment (copier and
printer) to the home of a survivor and requires team
members to travel to various areas of Southern California in
order to complete the application process.

Obtaining the necessary information to complete the
application can be challenging because survivors are elderly
and are often contending with medical issues. In addition,
they have been subjected to unimaginable violence and
emotional trauma. Many have endured confinement in
concentration camps and witnessed the murder of parents
and siblings in gas chambers. Members of the Paul Hastings
team listen intently as survivors relate these horrific events
to them. Despite its painful nature, the Paul Hastings team
understands that time is critical, as the number of survivors
diminishes.

This work is moving forward due to the expertise and
contributions of Paul Hastings’ professionals, including
Jessica Swift, Tami Sampsell, Rex Bautista, Teri O’Brien,
Elizabeth Razzano, David Tseng, Ali Shalchi, Rebecca
Brophy, Liza Brann, Kimberley Donohue and Michael Reed.
Significant contributions have also been made by 2008
summer associates Laura McGurty and Susy Hassan.

Office Assisting Homeless Veterans of the United
States
Attorneys and summer associates in the San Diego office
spent a good part of their summer volunteering their time to
help homeless veterans in the San Diego area. The Paul
Hastings team supported Operation Stand Down, which is a
grassroots, community-based intervention program designed
to help America's estimated 200,000 homeless veterans
‘combat’ life on the streets.

The philosophy of Operation Stand Down is “a hand up, not a
handout.”  The effort is carried out through the work of
thousands of volunteers and numerous organizations
throughout the nation. The special event was a momentous
occasion where volunteers worked together to provide a
wide range of necessities, including food, clothing, medical
and mental health assistance, job counseling and legal
assistance to hundreds of homeless veterans.

jcogan
Rectangle



Catherine Caouette helped organize summer associates
Charles McKeown, Laura McGurty, Shira Pinnas, and Susy
Hassan. Associate Ericka Jacobs also helped to provide legal
assistance to homeless veterans in need. The team worked
closely with other volunteers to provide dedicated attention,
counseling, referrals and most importantly, companionship
and camaraderie to some of the hundreds of homeless
veterans. Much of the contact led to small victories, new
beginnings and continued success of the homeless veterans
to obtain stable living environments and financial health and
to provide responsible support to their children.

Paul Hastings Duo Help Abused Refugee Escape From
Domestic Violence 
Liza Brann and Ali Shalchi tirelessly worked to help restore
peace and order to an abused refugee. The case involved a
low-income woman in a domestic violence matter involving
restraining order and child custody issues. The client is a
refugee whose husband was able to gain entry to the U.S.
because of her refugee status.

After the woman and her husband arrived in the United
States, she became pregnant. Her husband then became
verbally and physically abusive towards her and, ultimately,
their child. The husband was also abusing drugs and
neglecting his responsibilities as a husband and father. In
2006, the client attempted to get a restraining order against
her husband, but was thwarted by her husband's repeated
death threats against her father, who lives in their home
country.

After two more years in the troubled relationship, the client
obtained a Temporary Restraining Order and sought to make
it permanent and obtain as much custody and control of
their child as possible. The client also wanted the father's
child visitation to be supervised for as long as possible
because she believed the child was not safe with the father.
Brann and Shalchi met with the client on numerous
occasions to address her concerns and to gather evidence in
preparation for the Order to Show Cause hearing. The case
was complicated by the fact that all the client's potential
witnesses were afraid to testify against her husband.

At the hearing, Brann and Shalchi presented evidence and
arguments on behalf of the client. As a result, the client was
granted a five-year permanent restraining order and full
legal and physical custody of her child, with no visitation for
the husband – an excellent result that exceeded all
expectations. Paul Hastings was referred to the case by the
San Diego Volunteer Lawyers Program.

If you wish to be removed from this list, or if you have received this transmission in error, please notify us by reply
email and delete this message and any attachments. You have received this email because you are on the firm's
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Attorneys Help Refugee Find Asylum
A team from the Washington, D.C. office of Paul Hastings
helped a persecuted refugee find asylum and a new life in
the United States. Through the tireless efforts of a team led
by Alishia Sullivan, George Fatula and Raquel Bierzwinsky, a
citizen of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DCR) has been
granted asylum and the hope for a brighter future.

The team’s client, a respected community leader
and university professor in the DRC's South Kivu Province
(Eastern DRC), suffered persecution as a result of his
political opinion against the foreign rebel forces in the DRC's
brutal civil war and Kabila's government. He was imprisoned
and tortured on several occasions, but was eventually able
to flee the DRC to South Africa. The problem was that their
client then encountered more persecution, discrimination,
poverty and violence in his new home. He was once again
forced to flee without his family, to seek an opportunity to
start a new life in this country. The opportunity finally came
to fruition on June 23.

This case would not have been a success without the
invaluable guidance and advice of Bo Cooper and Dan
Brown.

If you wish to be removed from this list, or if you have received this transmission in error, please notify us by reply
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by any taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code.

©2008 All Rights Reserved | Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP | 515 South Flower Street
25th Floor | Los Angeles, CA 90071-2228 | www.paulhastings.com.

jcogan
Rectangle



Atlanta

Beijing

Hong Kong

London

Los Angeles

New York

Orange County

Palo Alto

San Diego

Washington, DC

Resources

Office Contacts:
Pro Bono &
Community
Committee

Home

Resources

Your Local Office Representative
For more information, or to get involved in a pro bono
project at Paul Hastings, please contact any member of the
Pro Bono & Community Committee.

The Portal
Click on the link at the top of the Portal’s homepage to
access approval memos, request forms and engagement
letters - all downloadable as Word documents.

LexisNexis and Westlaw
You may obtain assistance for pro bono research from
LexisNexis or Westlaw representatives during their office
visits. For more information, contact your office librarian.

Transperfect Translation Program
This service awards free translation credit for the firm’s pro
bono work based on the regular work it does for the firm.
This credit may be used by any attorney in any office. For
further information on free translation resources that may
be available for your pro bono case, please contact Derek
Roth or James Gilliam, pro bono representatives, Los
Angeles.

Share Your Story
Drop Pro Bono News a line and let us hear about what you
are doing in your community. Please direct all comments,
suggestions or inquiries regarding submissions for future
issues of Pro Bono News to Linda Wormely at
lindawormely@paulhastings.com.
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Office Contacts:
Pro Bono & Community Committee

Chair
Barbara Johnson
202-551-1716, barbarajohnson@paulhastings.com

Vice-Chair
Jeffrey Varga
213-683-6332, jeffreyvarga@paulhastings.com

Manager of Global Diversity and Pro Bono
Swafia Ames
202-551-1282, swafiaames@paulhastings.com

Atlanta
Walter Jospin
404-815-2203, walterjospin@paulhastings.com

Keith Kodosky
404-815-2132, keithkodosky@paulhastings.com

Noelle Lagueux-Alvarez
404-815-2195, noellelagueuxalvarez@paulhastings.com

Candice Wilson
404-815-2268, candicewilson@paulhastings.com

Darcy White
404-815-2525, darcywhite@paulhastings.com

Beijing
David Livdahl
86-10-8567-5393, davidlivdahl@paulhastings.com

Chicago
Bradley V. Ritter
312-499-6073, bradleyritter@paulhastings.com

Ericka Foster
312-499-6018, erickafoster@paulhastings.com

Hong Kong
Neil Torpey
852-2867-9902, neiltorpey@paulhastings.com

London
Donna Goldsworthy
44-20-3023-5135, donnagoldsworthy@paulhastings.com
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Los Angeles
Derek Roth
213-683-6350, derekroth@paulhastings.com

James Gilliam
213-683-6293, jamesgilliam@paulhastings.com

Milan
Roberto Cornetta
39-02-30414-202, robertocornetta@paulhastings.com

New York
Kenneth Friedman
212-318-6025, kennethfriedman@paulhastings.com

Joshua Sternoff
212-318-6011, joshsternoff@paulhastings.com

Brian Moran
212-318-6857, brianmoran@paulhastings.com

Orange County
John Della Grotta
714-668-6210, johndellagrotta@paulhastings.com

Lisa LaFourcade
714-668-6203, lisalafourcade@paulhastings.com

Palo Alto
Ron Lemieux
650-320-1821, ronlemieux@paulhastings.com

Paris
Pierre Kirch
33-1-42-99-04-23, pierrekirch@paulhastings.com

San Diego
Christian Platt
858-458-3034, christianplatt@paulhastings.com

Catherine Caouette
858-458-3016, catherinecaouette@paulhastings.com

San Francisco
Peter Meier
415-856-7030, petermeier@paulhastings.com

Arun Patel
415-856-7031, arunpatel@paulhastings.com

Shanghai
K. Lesli Ligorner
86-21-6103-2968, lesliligorner@paulhastings.com
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Tokyo
Alex Jampel
81-3-6229-6008, alexanderjampel@paulhastings.com

Yoshi Takatori
81-3-6229-6104, yoshitakatori@paulhastings.com

Washington, DC
Charles A. Patrizia
202-551-1710, charlespatrizia@paulhastings.com

Raquel Bierzwinsky
202-551-1740, raquelbierzwinsky@paulhastings.com

Please direct general questions to Jeffrey Varga,
Vice Chair of the PBCC, at 213-683-6332 or
jeffreyvarga@paulhastings.com.
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