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November 2008 

China Immigration Update: Change in Registration 
Requirements for Foreigners on Business Visas or Residing 
in Shanghai on Residence Permits   

The Exit-Entry Department of the Shanghai 
Public Security Bureau recently issued a new 
policy with respect to temporary residence 
registration forms for foreigners. According 
to the new policy, when a foreigner applies 
for, amends, or renews his / her visa and / 
or residence permit, the foreigner should 
submit a new version of the temporary 
residence registration form. The local police 
station which has had jurisdiction over the 
foreigner's area of residence, whether it be a 
private residence or hotel/service 
apartment, will issue the new form. 

Those foreigners who have old versions of 
the temporary residence registration forms 
or who have lost their temporary residence 
registration forms should visit their local 
police stations to obtain the current 
temporary residence registration forms 
before November 30, 2008.  Those 
foreigners who change their residence 
address should pick up a current temporary 
residence registration form and then proceed 
to record the address change with the Exit-
Entry Department within ten days.  

The new temporary residence registration 
form came into use throughout Shanghai on 
October 1, 2008. The entries to the new 
forms should be typed instead of hand-

written. In addition, on each new form, 
there is a unique serial number.  

According to our telephone inquiries with 
some local police stations, there is no 
definitive deadline for the filing of the 
replacement of a temporary residence 
registration form, if a foreigner has the old 
version, despite the fact that the new form is 
officially required. In addition, there is no 
monetary penalty for the failure to file a 
replacement form. Nevertheless, if a 
foreigner fails to file the new form, the 
authorities may challenge the foreigner upon 
the next renewal of his/her residence permit 
or when the he/she files for a new type of 
visa, and this may adversely affect the 
foreigner by, for example, delaying the 
application process in the future or 
potentially resulting in the rejection of the 
foreigner's next immigration-related 
application.  

The following documents are needed to file 
for the new form: 

1) Original and one copy of the foreigner's 
passport; 

2) Original and one copy of the lease 
agreement (or property title certificate); and 
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3) One copy of the lessor's ID card (or 
passport if the lessor is a foreigner). 

 Given the Chinese government's increasing 
restrictions on immigration applications this 
year, we recommend that any foreigner who 
renewed his/her residence permit in 
Shanghai with the old version of the 
temporary residence permit file for a new 
form as soon as possible.   

The Paul Hastings immigration team is 
available to assist with the filing of these 
applications. 

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP is a global law 
firm with over 1,300 lawyers in 18 offices in Asia, 
Europe and the United States. Paul Hastings has one 
of the largest, full service, multi-jurisdictional legal 
practices in Asia with over 210 legal professionals in 
Beijing, Hong Kong, Shanghai and Tokyo. 

Please feel free to discuss any aspect of this 
newsletter with your existing Paul Hastings contacts 
or any of the partners listed below: 

Shanghai 
Lesli Ligorner: lesliligorner@paulhastings.com 

Atlanta 
Deborah Marlowe: 
deborahmarlowe@paulhastings.com 
 
Kyle Sherman: kylesherman@paulhastings.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LL P is licensed in the People’s Republic of China as a foreign law firm permitted to advise clients on certain 

aspects of their international transactions and operations. Like all foreign law firms operating in China, we are not authorized to practice Chinese law. 
You are hereby advised that this document and prepared by us is based on our experience in advising clients on international business transactions 
and operations and on research and inquiries we deemed appropriate, and is not intended to be used (and cannot be used) as an opinion on the laws 
of China. To the extent you require such an opinion or the assistance of a qualified China lawyer, we would be pleased to assist you to identify an 
appropriate domestic China law firm. The author of this document does not hold a lawyer’s license in the People’s Republic of China. Paul Hastings is 
a limited liability partnership. Copyright © 2008 Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP. 

 


